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Editorial 


Finances of the Industry 


THERE is a great deal of work involved in the prepara- 
tion of the annual Board of Trade Return relating to all 
authorized gas undertakings in Great Britain, and par- 
ticularly in the preparation of Part II., which deals with 
finance and prices, and it is therefore inevitable that 
there should be some delay in publication. But, ad- 
mitting this, one would still like to see some reduction in 
the time lag between the issue of Part I., which presents 
statistics in connection with manufacture and supply 
(and is in itself a document of fair proportions), and 
Part II. The year 1934 is now well behind us, but it is 
only a few days since we received a copy of Part II. for 
that year (in the case of companies, and, in the case of 
local authorities, for the year ended March 31, 1935, for 
undertakings in England and Wales, and for the year 
ended May 15, 1934, for undertakings in Scotland), and 
it is close upon eight months ago that we reviewed Part I. 
covering the same period. However, though they can- 
not be altogether absolved from the reproach of belated- 
ness, the figures are nevertheless useful, as it would be 
impossible to obtain them in so complete a form in any 
other way. 

If, towards the middle of 1936, it is difficult to make 
very much use for public purposes of statistics relating 
to the financial position of the Gas Industry at the close 
of 1934, we can ourselves derive knowledge from the 
trend which is indicated by the figures contained in 
Part II. of the Board of Trade Return for that year (ob- 
tainable at H.M. Stationery Office, or through any book- 
seller, at the price of 10s. 6d. net, postage extra). When 
reviewing the immediately preceding Return in April of 
last year, mention was made of the effect upon the num- 
ber of undertakings included of the present-day tendency 
to combine. The shrinkage in numbers was not on that 
occasion great, and in 1934 it was even smaller. The 
Return contains a comparative table going back a num- 
ber of years, and dividing up the undertakings between 
companies and local authorities. In 1931, the number 
of companies included was 434; in 1932, 419; in 1933, 
413; and in 1934, 412. In 1983-84, 314 local authorities 
were included; and in 1934-35, 311. 

When noting the features of the 1933 Return, we had 
to record, in connection with the undertakings belonging 
to companies, a larger reduction of revenue in that year 
than of expenditure; and we expressed the hope that, 
when the Return for 1934 came to be issued, # might be 
possible to point to a satisfactory widening of the gulf 
separating receipts from expenditure on revenue account, 


Notes 


so that.the resultant profit would be greater. In some 
small degree this hope has been realized. The receipts 
of the companies have increased somewhat, while the ex- 
penditure has not gone up to quite the same extent, 
though the variation in the proportion of expenditure to 
profit may be hardly noticeable. In 1933, the paid-up 
share capital of the 413 companies was £94,320,829, and 
the issued loan capital £38,807,509, the revenue account 
figures being: Receipts, £43,814,511; expenditure, 
£36,591,248; and the profit, £7,223,263. By the end of 
1984, the paid-up share capital of the 412 companies in- 
cluded had become £95,304,807, and the issued loan 
capital £39,970,536, the revenue account figures being: 
Receipts, £44,298,829; expenditure, £87,013,510; and 
the profit, £7,285,319. These figures show an increase 
of nearly a million pounds in the paid-up share capital, 
and of over a million pounds in the issued loan capital, 
with an increase in profit of no more than £62,056. 


In the case of the undertakings owned by local authori- 
ties, the operation of the sinking fund automatically re- 
duces the outstanding capital. The total amount of 
money borrowed by the 314 undertakings stood in 1983-34 
at £78,310,807, and the amount repaid and balance in 
sinking fund at £49,674,862. The corresponding figures 
for 1934-35 are £79,421,964 and £51,800,112, for the 311 
undertakings included. This shows a decrease of round 
about a million pounds in the amount of loans outstand- 
ing. Comparing the two years, the receipts on revenue 
account fell from £21,123,254 to £21,014,983, while the 
expenditure rose from £17,010,761 to £17,067,905; but 
owing to a reduction in interest charges and amount of 
loans repaid during the year, the net profit of £610,608 
in 1933-34 rose to £648,190 in 1934-35. 

These are the figures contained in the Return, and we 
set them forth realizing that the story is not complete 
without consideration of the various influences which 
may have affected the results. There are, for example, 
questions of charges for gas, and of the ever-expanding 
outlay on “ service.’’ There is also the fact that, owing 
to the price concessions essential to secure many large and 
eminently desirable loads, additional business may not 
be proportioniitely profitable to the existing output. 
There may have been other things bearing specially upon 
1934 which for the moment escape us. When the tale 
of 1936, so far as the finances of the Gas Industry are 
concerned, comes up for presentation—possibly when we 
have reached somewhere near the middle of 1938—will 
everyone recall, for example, the effects of the alarming 
coal position of to-day, which must leave its black mark 
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upon the accounts of the authorized gas undertakings in 
one form or another, however near the settlement may 
be? 

We have referred to the influence of price concessions, 
and it reminds us to point out that Part II. of the Re- 
turn now before us contains a lot of information in the 
column devoted to charges. In order to indicate the 
extent to which undertakers are offering special prices 
for large quantities of gas, there is included, where this 
information is available, the lowest price to industrial 
consumers of 5,000 therms per annum. There are also 
the charges to domestic consumers of small and large 
quantities; and differential prices as between inner and 
outer areas are shown. 


Oil from Cannel 


‘* Wuar is described as the most promising process yet 
tried in the economic solution of Great Britain’s oil prob- 
lems is discussed in a Paper which is to be read this week 
at the annual meeting in London of The Institution of 
Gas Engineers.’’ This quotation is from the beginning 
of an article in the Yorkshire Post for May 25 last, the 
startling news being supplied by that journal’s London 
Correspondent. The Authors of the Paper in question, 
Mr. Jamieson and Dr. King, must have been not a little 
annoyed to learn from the headlines of the article, which 
was prominently displayed, that they claimed that, by 
carbonizing cannel, 75% of Britain’s needs for motor 
spirit could be supplied. Who was responsible for the 
description in question we do not know, but the garbled 
versions of the conclusions drawn by the Authors—and 
these versions have been broadcast throughout the coun- 
try—are quite unfounded and misleading and do the 
Authors and the Gas Industry a gross injustice. The 
Times for May 25 contained a similar account to that 
which appeared in the Yorkshire Post; and the same 
extraordinary statements—and this surely is even less 
excusable—appeared in a technical paper covering the 
chemical trade. 

All these Press references to the carbonization main- 
tained that in the Lothian coalfields alone there are 
millions of tons of excellent cannel which could be econo- 
mically mined. Yet it is absolutely impossible to make 
anything like an accurate estimate of the available 
quantity of suitable cannel in any locality as a raw 
material for carbonization and oil production. That has 
been the case in all the investigations which have been 
made in trying to form an opinion as to the quantity of 
cannel which exists in this country. The elusive nature 
of cannel deposits is emphasized not once but several 
times in the Paper by Mr. Jamieson and Dr. King. Here 
is a quotation from the Paper: ‘* Lenticles and ribs of 
cannel commonly accompany seams of coal. When can- 
nel occurs as a separate bed it seldom extends over an 
area of more than a few square miles. Thus cannels, 
occurring as they do in an uncertain, sporadic manner, 
cannot form a source of material upon which reliance, for 
any length of time, can be placed. Further, as is par- 
ticularly stressed by the Geological Survey, owing to the 
extremely lenticular nature of their occurrence, it is im- 
possible to give, in figures, the actual reserves available 
in the earth.’’ Moreover, cannels vary greatly in quality, 
and throughout their Paper the Authors were especially 
careful to refer all their conclusions to the particular 
cannel examined. Whoever was originally responsible 
for the information supplied to the Press must have had 
a lively imagination and a ready pen. In the public 
interest, however, there ought by the Press to be more 
responsible editorial technical supervision of information 
of this nature. 

Of course, the results of the investigation carried out 
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jointly by the Edinburgh Gas Department and the ! uel 
Research Board have importance and significance nation- 
ally as well as to the Gas Industry itself. In this co- 
operation, as was remarked during the discussion on the 
Paper, we have a most happy combination brought to 
bear on a problem which has interested the carbonization 
industries for many years. In olden days cannel was 
widely used by the Gas Industry, and the experiments 
at the Granton Gas-Works show that, certainly in some 
districts, cannel can again be used profitably by the In- 
dustry. The investigation has benefited, and _ will 
benefit, Edinburgh gas consumers, and it will be of the 
greatest service to the carbonizing industries. 





The Edinburgh Findings 


Ir will, we suggest, prove useful if we recapitulate the 
main findings of the Authors, these findings, as empha- 
sized, being related to the particular cannel examined. 
Steaming to produce a gas of 480 B.Th.U., the yield of 
gas is about 120 therms per ton of cannel, and this in 
turn means that the available capacity of the carboniz- 
ing plant is correspondingly increased. If the gas is 
stripped, a yield of 4°6 gallons of crude spirit per ton of 
coal can be obtained. Such stripping would necessarily 
limit the amount of steaming which could be practised. 
The coke has been found satisfactory in both closed 
stoves and the open firegrate. The most generally inter- 
esting points of all, however, are the yield and nature 
of the light tar produced—a matter of 40-50 gallons per 
ton and of a quality as amenable to hydrogenation- 
cracking as low-temperature tar. A hundred gallons of 
cannel tar can yield 105 gallons of motor spirit and 57 |b. 
of paraffin wax. Alternatively a proportion of diesel 
oil of fairly low spontaneous ignition temperature can be 
produced, 100 gallons of tar giving 36 gallons of spirit, 
67 gallons: of diesel oil, and 57 lb. of wax. Coming to 
the economics of carbonizing cannel, under the condi- 
tions stated by the Authors in their Paper the gas costs 
less to produce than that from Scottish gas coal, and if 
the tar could be sold for hydrogenation purposes the cost 
of production of the gas could be as low as 0'5d. per 
therm. But—this is the final sentence in the Paper— 
** since cannel is a material which may vary considerably 
in composition, it is understood that the above conclu- 
sions refer only to the cannel dealt with in this investi- 
gation.”’ 


It. was mentioned in, the discussion by Captain W. H. 
Cadman that during the later stages of the War the 
utilization of cannel and cannelloid substances was 
brought up for investigation by the Ministry of Munitions 
of War. A thorough enquiry was made at the various 
collieries in which cannel existed and attempts were made 
to work the cannel in the various localities. The con- 
clusion arrived at was that the main cannel in England 
and Wales was not regarded as a sound commercial pro- 
position except so far as regards small quantities which 
could be separated cheaply and used for special purposes 
such as the enrichment of gas. The most recent investi- 
gation in connection with oil-yielding cannels was that 
started in Scotland by the late Professor Briggs while 
Chairman of the Oil from Coal Committee of the Scottish 
National Development Council. A number of samples 
of cannels were collected and examined, and in one case 
the tar yield was 81 gallons per ton. Unfortunately, as 
in other counties, the quantity is extremely limited. 


Development in the technique of hydrogenation has, 
of course, put a new and different complexion on the 
carbonization of cannels, and with something like 5d. a 
gallon in view as the market price of the tar the fullest 
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possible use should be made by the Gas Industry of such 
cannel as can be obtained economically and which will 
at the same time yield a satisfactory saleable coke. 


A Gas Industry Exhibit 


In his Presidential Address to The Institution of Gas 
Engineers Colonel W. M. Carr explained that it was a 
matter of concern to many in the Gas Industry that, 
while other industries are well represented in the Science 
Museum, South Kensington, there is no gas exhibit com- 
mensurate with the importance of our Industry. The 
Science Museum is a national institution largely used by 
educational authorities and visited by millions of people 
from all parts of the country. Recently Colonel Carr, 
together with Mr. D. M. Henshaw, met the Director of 
the Museum, who has agreed to provide the space if the 
Industry will provide the exhibit. 

At present the Museum comprises two buildings, one 
of older construction and a new building completed in 
1928. The latter building represents the first of a group 
of three blocks; and in view of the probability that 
another section of the complete scheme of rebuilding will 
be proceeded with at an early date, the time is oppor- 
tune to organize a scheme for the provision of a repre- 
sentative collection of models, and so on, worthy of the 
position in modern engineering and applied science which 
may be justly claimed for the Gas Industry as we know 
it to-day. True, prior to 1928 the Museum contained a 
section comprising about forty models of gas manufac- 
turing and purifying apparatus, gasholders, meters, and 
lighting equipment. This collection, though of con- 
siderable historical interest, could, however, by no means 
be described as representative of the Gas Industry of the 
present day, and it is not surprising that in the re- 
arrangement of the whole collection necessitated by the 
completion of the first section of the new buildings in 
1928 the section disappeared. As a matter of fact, the 
models were relegated to store rcoms in the basement. 

From then until 1934 our Industry had no part in the 


Personal 


An interesting 
ceremony marked 
the occasion of the 
retirement of Mr. 
JOHN E. Hatt, Sec- 
retary and Mana- 
ger of the Prescot 
and District Gas 
Company for the 
past 39 years. In 
addition he _ has 
also been on _ the 
Directorate of the 
Company from 
1931. 

The staff and em- 
ployees of the Com- 
pany presented Mr. 
and Mrs. Hall with 
a silver waiter, suit- 
ably inscribed, as a 
token of their es- 
teem and a_per- 
manent link of 
their happy asso- 
ciation. In doing 
so they expressed 
the wish that he 
would enjoy a long 
period of well-earned leisure. It was pleasing to know 
that the ties would not be broken entirely, as the Company 
would still have Mr. Hall as a Director, in which capacity 
his experience and advice in the progress of the Gas In- 
dustry would always be available. They were sure that 
the same spirit of goodwill would be accorded to his son, 





Mr. J. E. HALL. 


767 


Museum. In that year, however, a large model of a 
typical complete modern gas-works was presented to the 
Museum by the Gas Light and Coke Company. This fine 
model was accorded a place of honour in the main En- 
trance Hall and is a centre of very great interest. But 
it forms no adequate counterpart to the exhibits of other 
and competing industries; and members of the Gas In- 
dustry should ask themselves whether, gas being a great 
national public service, this state of affairs can be per- 
mitted to continue. While the millions of visitors to the 
Museum have a vivid picture of the progress of electricity 
—and it must be remembered that these visitors are in 
the main youthful and impressionable—the only message 
from the Gas Industry is the model given by the Gas 
Light and Coke Company. 

The underlying purpose of the Science Museum 
is twofold. First, to preserve for posterity the origin 
and early history of each branch of applied science 
and to show by contrast the advancement of the art by 
modern examples of construction. Secondly, to demon- 
strate the service rendered by industry as a result. of such 
advancement. Many of the models existing at South 
Kensington could be utilized, but they would necessarily 
have to be supplemented by adequate demonstration of 
modern practice in both manufacture and utilization. At 
the moment the matter is before the Joint Co-ordinat- 
ing Committee of the British Gas Federation; and when 
the scheme is crystallized it should, we feel, be assured 
of general support. As a national affair it is being 
organized—as it should be—on a national basis. 


In the recently completed German National Museum at 
Munich there is a comprehensive section devoted to the 
Gas Industry. In connection with this exhibit Dr. A. 
Thau has written a monograph which, within the small 
compass of 82 pages, presents a bird’s-eye view of the de- 
velopment of the Gas Industry. The booklet, which is 
reviewed in later columns, should do much to make the 
general public more gas conscious. The Author has set 
an example which might well be followed in this country. 


Mr. John S. Hall, who succeeds him as Secretary and 
Manager. 
* * * 

At the Annual General Meeting of the Bribery and 
Secret Commissions Prevention League, Incorporated, on 
June 3, Sir Davin Mitne-Watson, LL.D., D.L., was re- 
elected President. 

7. * * 

Mr. W. Everirr, for many years past Engineer, 
Manager, and Secretary of the Ilkley Urban District 
Council’s Gas Undertaking, is retiring from active manage- 
ment and has accepted an appointment as Consultant En- 
gineer to the undertaking for five years. Mr. W. A. 
Dosson, the Assistant Manager at Ilkley for the past 
twelve years, was offered the managership, but had already 
accepted an appointment on the staff of Messrs. George 
Wilson (Gas Meters), am. o 4 Coventry. 

¥* 

After 42 years’ service, the rm five of which he has been 
Secretary, Mr. F. J. BRAMPTON is retiring from = Tun- 
bridge Wells Gas Company. He entered the Company 
when the late Mr. John Read was Secretary. In 1900 he 
was appointed Chief Clerk, and held that position until the 
retirement of Mr. Charles F. Catt in 1930, whom he suc- 
ceeded as Secretary. During the long time Mr. Brampton 
was associated with the Tunbridge Wells Gas Company 
many changes have taken place, the area now served hav- 
ing more than doubled. At the annual meeting of Co- 
partners held in April he was presented with a bookcase 
from the Officers, staff, and employees of the Company, 
while Mrs. Brampton was presented with a handbag, as a 

mark of esteem, and with every good wish for the future. 
At the last Board Meeting he received, at the hands of Sir 
David Mi!ne-Watson, a handsome walnut grandfather clock 
as a token of appreciation from the Chairman and Direc- 
tors, with an expression that Mr. Brampton might be 
spared to spend many happy years of retirement. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


W. E. Price Presentation Fund 


Sir,—Three hundred and seventy-eight donors have con 
tributed £378 19s. 6d. to the W. E. Price Presentation 
Fund. 

The Presentation Fund will be entrusted to the Benevo- 
lent Fund of The Institution of Gas Engineers at the next 
meeting of the Committee of Management on July 138, 1936. 

Would those intending to contribute please now make a 
note to send their donations to me before the end of June? 

J. R. W. ALEXANDER, 
Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, 
W. E. Price Presentation Fund. 
28, Grosvenor Gardens, S.W. 1 
June 4, 1936. 





Gas Safety Precautions 


Sir,—When taking part in the discussion upon the Paper 
which Mr. C. A. Masterman contributed at the Annual 
Meeting’ of The Institution of Gas Engineers last week, Mr. 
W. J. A. Butterfield referred to the Report which he had 
made to the Board of Trade dated 1924, upon this subject. 

In one respect, Mr. Butterfield would appear to have for- 
gotten the exact terms of one of the recommendations con- 
tained in that Report, which is pardonable after such a 
lapse of time. According to the Press, he stated that in 
his Report he had recommended that the Gas Industry 
should of its own accord and without compulsion institute 
arrangements for the elimination of unsafe gas appliances 
from the Industry, and for the periodical inspection and 
maintenance of piping and apparatus on consumers’ 
premises. 

Mr. Butterfield informed the meeting that those recom- 
mendations had not been kindly received by the National 
Gas Council at that time, and that evidently, judging from 
the information contained in the Paper, Mr. Masterman 
and those who had been collaborating with him had com- 
pletely thrown over the views expressed in 1924 by the 
National Gas Council. 

In point of fact, Mr. Butterfield, in his Report for 1924, 
recommended as follows : 


‘TI. That the Gas Industry be asked to submit to the 
Board of Trade at an early date suggestions for 
a system of periodical inspection and of main- 
tenance in safe condition of gas piping, fittings, 
and appliances in dwelling- houses; 

That the suggestion received accordingly, subject 
to such additions or modifications as the Board 
of Trade may think necessary, be the basis of 
a scheme of inspection and maintenance of gas 
piping, fittings, and appliances which all gas 
unde rtakings specified by the Board of Trade 
shall be required to adopt and carry into effect 
without delay.’’ 


wei s 


Mr. Butterfield’s recollection was evidently at fault when 
he informed the meeting that his recommendation was that 
the Industry should adopt this practice ‘‘ of its own accord 
and without compulsion.’’ 

In his letter to the President of the Board of Trade (from 
which Mr. Butterfield quoted), the President of the 
National Gas Council challenged the assumption contained 
in Mr. Butterfield’s Report that there had been a relative 
increase in the number of accidental deaths from coal gas 
poisoning. He stated that the National Gas Council be- 
lieved that, if the facts could be ascertained fully and 
analyzed accurately, it would be found that the risk of 
accidental death from gas had not increased but had 
actually decreased in the years preceding the Report. 

The letter continued : 


** (8) They (the National Gas Council) believe that such 
decre sase in risk is due to the larger amount of 
supervision exercised by gas undertakings gener- 
ally over the selection, installation, and upkeep of 
gas piping fittings, and appliances in con- 
sumers’ premises in later years than formerly; 
and because of the constantly indreasing educa- 
tion by the Industry of consumers and their child- 
ren in the proper use of gas during the past ten 
years or more.”’ 


It is evident, therefore, that the National Gas Council 
appreciated in 1924 as fully as they do to-day the value of 
maintaining the closest watch over the gas installations in 
the houses of their consumers. 

What the National Gas Council did object to most 


strongly was Mr. Butterfield’s recommendation that, in 
order to meet circumstances the existence of which his Re- 
port had completely failed to reveal, a compulsory sysie m 
of inspection, prepared by the Board of Trade, should 
enforced upon all gas undertakings specified by the Ko: b. 
of Trade. 

The satisfactory results disclosed by Mr. Masterman’s 
Paper and the gratification which Mr. Butterfield expressed 
thereat would appear to justify the attitude adopted by 
the National Gas Council in 1924. 

Yours, &c., 
W. J. Smiru, 
Secretary. 
The National Gas Council of Great Britagn 
and Ireland, 
28, Grosvenor Gardens, S.W.1 
June 5, 1936. 





The Institution of Gas Engineers’ Educa- 
tional Scheme for Gas Supply Students 


Sir,—As one who has received an academic education 
at one of the major Public Schools, may I be permitted to 
draw attention to what, in my view, are unsatisfactory 
features of the above? 

Emerging from four years of night school and having 
taken the Higher Grade Gas Supply Examination, I feel 
there are certain matters which, although obvious, have 
not received due consideration from the responsible authori- 
ties. I write in the hope that my views, from personal 
experience, may be of interest to them. 

It appears to be unreasonable, in the first place, that The 
Institution of Gas Engineers’ Gas Supply Higher Grade 
Examination does not admit to membership, in any normal 
way, of The Institution of Gas Engineers, or carry admis- 
sion to, or even recognition by, other Institutions. 
Secondly, the Course is far too long. With proper tuition 
and a more systematic syllabus, it could be cut down to a 
maximum of two years. This would allow of a successful 
candidate’s augmenting further his technical knowledge by 
taking more advanced courses. This only if a full measure 
of recognition be accorded to the Institution Examinations 
by other technical bodies. 

As it is, I am left with the impression that a lot of my 
spare time which was spent in working at a London Tech 
nical Institute could have been more usefully employed. I 
have not that feeling of satisfaction that comes with results 
obtained and benefits accrued. 

For various reasons, I ask your permission to write this 
letter under a nom de plume. I am quite prepared, how- 
ever, to put myself in touch, through you, with those who 
are interested should they so desire. 

STUDENT. 





Forthcoming Engagements 


(There will be no meeting of the Central Executive Board 
of the National Gas Council during the month of June.) 


June. 
16.—].G.E.—Gas Education Executive Committee, 2.30 


p.m. 

17.—B.C.G.A.—Executive Committee Meeting, 11.30 
a.m. 

18.—§.B.G.I.—Council Meeting, 11.30 a.m. 

18.—].G.E.—Refractory Materials Joint Committee 
(Stoke-on-Trent), 2.30 p.m. 

19.--_NoRTH OF ENGLAND G.M.A. [AuxILiARy SEcTION]. 
—Meeting at South Shields and Paper by Mr. 
J. R. Porter. 

19.—WaAvVERLEY ASSOCIATION OF GAS MANAGERS.— 
Annual Meeting at Edinburgh. 





ative Committee, 


2-30 p.m. 
24.—].G.E.—Board of Examiners (Oral Examinations), 
9.30 a.m. 
—SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION.—Annual Summer Meet- 
ing. 
July. 
> - —I. G.E.—Joint Research Committee at 2.30 p.m. 


—MancuHEesteR District ASSOCIATION.—Manchester 
Meeting. 
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News 


The Whessoe Foundry and Engineering Company, 
Ltd., recommend the payment of a dividend of 73%, less 
tax, In respect of the year to March 31, 1936. 


Applications are Invited for the position of Engineer 
and Manager to the Ilkley Urban District Council Gas 
Department. The post carries a commencing salary of 
£400 per annum. 


The Bath Gas Company give notice that as from 
Aug. 29 they will supply gas of a calorific value of 480 
B.Tth.U. in certain urban districts and parishes in the 
County of Wiltshire. 


The Pittenweem Town Council have decided that the 
offer submitted by St. Andrews Gas Company for the 
public lighting of Pittenweem be accepted, on condition 
that it be for a period of five years, instead of seven years 
as quoted, 


The Gas Lighting of Wallsend is to be improved by 
the Town Council, following a consultation with the 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Gateshead Gas Company. The 
cost will be £1,103. Three-light lamps are to be sub- 
stituted for two-light lamps, while a new public lighting 
tariff is to be introduced. 


The Thirty-Second Half-Yearly Meeting of the 
Auxiliary Section of the North of Engand Gas Managers’ 
Association will be held in the Golden Lion Hotel, King 
Street, South Shields, at 2.30 p.m. on Friday, June 19, 
when Mr. J. R. Porter (Works Manager, South Shields Gas 


Company) will present his Chairman’s Address. 


By Order of the Directors of the Rugby Gas Company, 
Messrs. A. & W. Richards, of 37, Walbrook, E.C. 4, are 
offering for sale by tender £24,000 of 44% preference stock 
at a minimum price of issue of £108 per £100 of stock, 
yielding at that price £4 3s. 4d.%. Tenders must be re- 
ceived not later than 11 a.m. on Tuesday, June 23. 


The Montevideo Gas and Dry Dock Company, Ltd., 
recommend a final dividend of 13%, free of income-tax, for 
the year 1933, payable on July 8, making the dividend for 
the year 3%, free of tax. It is further recommended that 
a dividend of 3%, free of income-tax, be declared for the 
year 1934, payable as to 15% on July 8 next, and the 
balance so soon as, in the opinion of the Directors, the 
Company has the necessary cash available. 


A Cake-Baking Competition, organized in connection 
with the recent gas exhibition at Penrith, was very suc- 
cessful, there being attendances at the cookery demon- 
strations of 1,777. The entries for the competition totalled 
56—a figure which shows the interest and popularity of 
these demonstrations. Mr. G. Hudson, the Engineer and 
Manager, expressed thanks to Mrs. Swinburn, wife of the 
Chairman of the Council, for presenting the prizes. 


Gas is to be Dearer at Arbroath, for at a meeting of 
the Gas Committee of Arbroath Town Council on Jung 1 it 
was agreed to recommend to the Council that the pri¢e of 
gas for the current year be increased from 2s. 4d. to 
2s. 6d. per 1,000 cu.ft. for ordinary consumers and from 
2s. 8d. to 2s. 10d. per 1,000 cu.ft. for prepayment con- 
sumers, with the usual discounts for large consumers. 
The increase in price is due, we understand, to the prevail- 
ing conditions in the coal market. 


Mr. L. S. Pickles, Engineer and Manager to the Heb- 
den Bridge and Mytholmroyd Gas Board, gave an Address 
on aspects of the Gas Industry and the probable duration 
of British coal reserves, last week, to the Halifax Round 
Table—the junior Rotary movement—of which he is a mem- 
ber. In the course of his observations he gave striking 
figures of the steady increase in gas consumption, and in 
the number of consumers, from a national as well as a local 
standpoint, despite the growth of competition. 


An All-Gas_ Estate—Harvey Gardens—which _ is 
ipproaching completion at Charlton, is referred to in the 
May, 1936, number of the South Metropolitan Gas Com- 
pany’s Co-Partnership Journal. This estate, consisting of 
fifty-six houses and sixteen flats, has been built for occupa- 
ion by their employees by the firm of G. A. Harvey & 


Co. (London), Ltd.—a concern well-known in the Gas 


ndustry. The gas equipment includes Metro tghting 
burners, with switches, wash-boilers, cooking stoves, and 
panel fires in the principal bedrooms. In addition, four- 
‘een columns, fitted with Metro clock-controlled lamps, 
lluminate the private roadways. 
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in Brief 


An Assistant General Manager is required by the 
North Middlesex Gas Company of between 32 and 38 years 
of age. The position is offered at a commencing salary of 
£650. 

Parkinson & Cowan, Ltd., in their 36th annual report, 
show a net profit for the year of £15,113, after making 
provision for redemption of debenture stock, income-tax, 
depreciation, &c. To this has to be added the sum of 
£19,175 brought forward, making a total of £34,288. From 
this has to be deducted the half-year’s preference dividend 
to Sept. 30, 1934, paid on May 31, amounting to £13,126, 
leaving at credit of profit and loss account £21,162, which 
has been carried forward to the current year’s account. 


The Purchase of the Winchester Gas Undertaking is 
the subject of a Special Order for which the Southampton 
Gaslight and Coke Company intend to apply to the Board 
of Trade, under the Gas Undertakings Acts, 1920 to 1934. 
Other provisions of the Order empower the Southampton 
Company to extend their limits of supply so as to include 
the area.of the Winchester Undertaking which would thus 
be added and to give authorization to such other steps as 
would normally be taken in consequence of an absorption 
of this nature. 


The Waverley Association of Gas Managers are hold- 
ing their Annual Meeting in the Goold Hall, St. Andrew 
Square, Edinburgh, on Friday, June 19, when the Presi- 
dent (Mr. R. J. Gavin, of Melrose) will take the chair at 
10.30 a.m. and deliver an Address which will be open to 
discussion. The meeting will adjourn for luncheon at 1.15 
p-m. at the North British Station Hotel, Princes Street. 
The Golf and Bowling Competitions will be held on the 
afternoon of Thursday, June 18, the former starting at 
1.30 p.m. and the latter at 2 p.m. 


A Sale by Tender of £59,514 of ordinary stock in the 
Watford and St. Albans Gas Company, or such an amount 
of ordinary stock as with premiums obtained on the sale 
thereof will realize the sum of £92,248, is being arranged 
by the Directors. The minimum price of issue is £155 per 
£100 of stock, yielding at that price £4 10s. 4d.%, and the 
last day for receipt of tenders is 12 noon on Tuesday, 
June 16. The Directors have also decided to issue £38,000 
of 33% redeemable debenture stock, 1975, at £1011%; but 
this has been sold outright to Angel H. Hart & Co. 


A Plan to Improve the Lighting in the main highway 
in Airdrie, at an estimated cost of about £1,000 (£500 for 
construction and £494 for gas consumption and main- 
tenance), was approved at the monthly meeting of Airdrie 
Town Council on June 4. The opinion was expressed that 
the existing tramway standards should be utilized and a 
1,500 candle power high-pressure lamp erected on every 
second standard at staggered spaces of about 83 yd. which 
would involve the supply and fitting up of twelve new high- 
pressure lamps, making the total number of high-pressure 
lamps thirty-eight. 


Throughout the Winter, Alnwick main street on the 
Great North Road has been lighted as never before. This 
is the result of rival demonstration schemes between the 
electricity company and the local gas company, who have 
set up their respective standards and lanterns. At the 
last meeting of Alnwick Urban Council tenders showed that 
for a 15-year contract the capital cost required by the 
electricity company was £3,473 and maintenance and 
energy £771; while by the gas company for a 10-year con- 
tract £1,805 was total capital cost, and £733 the running 
costs. It was agreed to call a special meeting on the 
matter. 


For Improved Public Lighting nearly £25,000 is being 
spent by the Salford Corporation Gas Department. This 
scheme is the outcome of a report by the Engineer and 
Manager, Mr. E. Crowther. In this report he commented 
on the “ obsolete nature of the equipment in use, which 
fails to do justice either to the attention given to it, or to 
the illuminant employed. ... In spite of the necessity for 
better lighting, and for increased consumption of gas, 
estimate that an improvement sufficient to meet the re- 
quirements of modern traffic and of the public in general, 
ean be brought about through the adoption of suitable 
equipment (including the equipment for the mechanical 
lighting and extinguishing of the lamps) without any in- 
crease in annual expenditure.” 
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Amalgamation and Grouping 


Palatine Gas Corporation and Ashton. 


Messrs. Dawnay Day & Co., Ltd., announce that an 
offer which they recently made on behalf of the Palatine 
Gas Corporation, Ltd., to acquire the Ashton Gas Com- 
pany has been accepted by a substantial majority of the 
latter Company’s shareholders. 

The Palatine Gas Corporation, which now acquires con- 
trol of the Ashton- under-Lyne undertaking, was (as stated 
in the ‘‘ JourNaL ’’ for May 27) recently formed by the 
Dawnay Day interests to consolidate under single fin: ancial 
and technical administration gas undertakings in the 
Manchester area. 





Radio Artistes at Gas Showrooms 














Our photograph shows Doris and Elsie Waters—the popular 


“‘Gert”’ and “‘ Daisy ’’ of B.B.C. Variety fame—beside one of Rich- 
mond’s ‘High Beam”’ fires in the Deansgate Showrooms of the 
Manchester Corporation Gas Department. 





Women’s Gas Council 


Warrington Branch Inspect Local Gas-Works. 


Members of the Warrington Branch of the Women’s Gas 
Council paid a visit on June 3 to the Longford Gas-Works, 
of which they made a complete tour lasting 2} hours. 

The Warrington Branch of the W.G.C. is a large and 
enthusiastic body, and it speaks much for their interest and 
keenness that some 70 ladies should have braved the 
weather of June 3 in order to improve their knowledge of 
the production of gas. 

The party assembled at the Gas Department Showrooms, 
Buttermarket Street, at 2.15, and were conveyed in a Cor- 
poration motor-’bus to Longford Gas-Works, where they 
divided into parties and were conducted on a tour of the 
Gas-Works by Mr. A. Cook, Gas Engineer and Manager, 
and members of his staff. Each department was visited, 
and the whole of the processes of gas manufacture and the 
treatment of some of the more important by-products were 
explained. 

At the PN of the tour, the party were conveyed 
to the Town Hall, where they were provided with afternoon 
tea. Mrs. Brereton Fairclough (President of the Branch) 
thanked Mr. Cook and his staff for conducting the members 
round the Works and for explaining the various processes. 

Mrs. Fairclough also tendered thanks to the Mayor, 
Alderman J. Poole, for his presence, and for allowing the 
use of the Council Chamber, and to the Gas Committee for 
their kind hospitality. 

Mrs. Stonier seconded the vote of thanks. 

Mr. Cook, responding, thanked Mrs. Brereton Fairclough 
for her kind words of appreciation. It had been a pleasure 
to show the members of the party round the Works, and 
he thought it was very important that the’ Women’s Gas 
Council should have some knowledge of the manufacture of 
gas as well as the construction and working of the gas 
appliances. He hoped the visit had been interesting and 
instructive, and it would help the members in their future 
meetings. He would have pleasure in conveying to his 
staff the thanks of the President and members of the 
Branch. 

The Mayor said the only sensible way of using coal was 
to treat it at the Gas-Works and recover the valuable by- 
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products and to supply the town with smokeless fuel in th, 
form of gas and coke. The clean, smokeless solid fuel made 
at Longford Gas-Works was specially suited for the ordin- 
ary domestic grate. 
new screening and grading plant is being installed 

the Works further to improve this fuel and to turn it out 
in uniform sizes. This plant, it is understood, will he jn 
operation by next autumn. 





Institution of Gas Engineers 


In our report of the discussion on the Paper by Mr, 
J. T. Haynes at the Institution Meeting (*‘ JouRNAL ’’ foy 
June 3) we unfortunately referred to Mr. George Dixon, of 
Nottingham, as Mr. H. Dixon. 

There were also two errors in the remarks attributed to 
Mr. W. B. McLusky, of Halifax, in the same discussion, 
The word “ infinitely,’ p. 698, col. , line 14, should read 
‘ invitingly; ’’ while the figure ‘“‘ Saet * line 28, should he 
** 4,000.”’ 





Institution of Heating and Ventilating 
Engineers 


Summer Meeting 


We are indebted to the Secretary of the Institution, 12, 
Russell Square, W.C.1, for particulars of the Summer 
Meeting which is to be held at Cliftonville, Margate, June 
22 to 24, under the Presidency of Mr. A. B. Potterton. 

The headquarters of the meeting is the Queen’s High- 
cliffe Hotel, where members and friends will foregather in- 
formally on the Monday evening. For the Business Meet- 
ing members will assemble at 9.45 on Tuesday morning, 
when a welcome will be given by the Mayor of Margate, 
Alderman E. S. Linnington, J.P. Mr. A. F. Dufton will 
present a Paper on ‘‘ Heating Research.’’ In the after- 
noon, golf, lawn tennis, and bowling competitions will be 
held. In the evening Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Potterton will 
hold a reception, followed by a banquet, to which ladies are 
specially invited, and dancing. 

On the Wednesday morning a circular ine drive has 
been arranged, with luncheon at Kingsgate Castle, Thanet, 
and tea at the Queen’s Highcliffe Hotel, by invitation of the 
President, Mr. A. B. Potterton. The Corporation has 
kindly granted free facilities for many of the local ameni 
ties for the period of the Conference. Doubtless, in view of 
Mr. Potterton’s Presidency this year, the Gas Industry will 
freely support the admirable arrangements made for this 
Summer Meeting. 





Parkinson Stove Company Design Carnival 
Display 














This display, which tells its story in so few words, has been 
designed and produced by the Display Department of the Parkin- 
son Stove Company, Ltd., for use in carnivals. Our illustration 
shows the Tableau leaving the works en route for the first Carnival 
which took place on Whit Monday at Lichfield. In conjunction 
with this display, the Lichfield Gas Company arranged a cake 
baking competition, and the cakes entered in the competition 
were displayed on the built-up steps at each side of the lorry. 
After the Carnival the cakes were sold, and the proceeds handed 
to the local hospital fund. (As we goto press, we hear that the dis- 
play was awarded the first prize in the Lichfield Hospital Carnival.) 
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Gas Exhibit at the Bath and West Show 















The official gas stand comprised a joint 
exbibit by the Neath Gas Department and 
the British Commercial Gas Association. Not 
only were gas and gas appliances displayed, 
but a section of the stand was devoted to 
British Road Tar. An actual portion of road 
was on view in connection with the tar 
exhibit. The slogan used with success for 
this part of the stand was “Safety for the 
Family.” 


In the modern gas kitchen demonstra- 
tions were held continuously During the 
course of the exhibition at least 2,000 


school children were escorted there, and each received a copy 
of “120 Good Family Recipes,” the B.C G.A’s new cookery 
book. 

On the Industrial Section of the display such varied appli- 
ances as gas-heated pig singers and a gas plant for generating 
electricity were shown alongside a milk bottle sterilizing chest 


Scottish Eastern Juniors 
Address by R. E. Stott 


After the Annual General Meeting, Mr. R. E. Stott, of 
Messrs. James Stott & Co. (Engineers), Ltd., Vernon 
Works, Oldham, read a Paper on ‘“ Catering Equipment ’” 
in which he mentioned the various requirements of hotels, 
cafés, restaurants, canteens, hospitals, and institutions, 
and described with the aid of drawings and plans the 
methods and appliances made by his firm to meet these 
demands. 

Complete equipment for all sizes of kitchens are supplied 
and the most advantageous lay-out and designs arranged. 
A number of designs were shown on plans for both 
waitress-served and self-serving canteens capable of supply- 
ing up to 1,500 people. Mr. Stott dealt with constructional 
details of many appliances, including tea, coffee, and milk 
sets, hot and boiling water equipment, and pointed out 
their methods of producing a reliable article to give con- 
tinuous output with the minimum of maintenance. The 
use of chromium and stainless steel has greatly enhanced 
the appearance of catering equipment, at the same time 
giving increased strength with lightness. Brazed joints 
are used in all parts coming in contact with the gas heat, 
and ample provision is made for ease in dismantling for 
cleaning, &c. Automatic control of gas and water supply 
has been combined in most of the appliances, thus making 
for economy of working and reliability in service. In the 
lecture room Messrs. Stott had erected a large variety of 
their catering equipment, and this greatly helped in the 
explanations of their functioning and amply demonstrated 
the high class workmanship and finish which is offered to 
ospective customers. Appliances on show included water 
oilers, café sets for tea, coffee, and water, hotclosets and 
‘orving tables, ham cookers, food and vegetable steamers, 
and a number of the detailed parts incorporated in their 
‘onstruction, such as governors, thermostats, &c. 

s 
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Discussion. 


[In the course of the discussion which followed the Paper, 
Ir, Srorr, in reply to Mr. BiackHatt (Edinburgh), said that 





HELD AT NEATH 


A striking gas display was arranged 
at the well-known Bath and West 
Show, which opened at Neath on 
May 27 and attracted the largest 
attendances for thirteen years. 









muffle furnaces, chicken 


in which steam was raised to 120°, 
brooders, a ham cooker, and numerous small appliances of 
assistance to the agricultural industry. 

The general appliances section consisted of four modern 
units displaying the latest cookers and heaters, while gas-fired 
central heating boilers were also exhibited. 


a very high temperature was available at the spout outlet in 
their ‘‘ Regula ’’ water boilers and café sets. These tempera- 
tures were necessary for making good tea economically. 

Mr. Dow (Kirkcaldy) complimented Mr. Stott on the very 
fine display of appliances which he had brought for their benefit 
together with the many plans and diagrams, all of which had 
made the lecture most interesting and instructive. He asked if 
any precautions were necessary in evacuating the products of 
combustion when burning up to 200 cu.ft. per hour in water 
boilers. Also what efficiency was obtained, and why cast-iron 
was used for internal construction. 

Mr. Srort in reply said that no flues were normally required 
as the appliances were usually fitted in large rooms and used 
intermittently. Over 70% efficiency could easily be obtained in 
water heaters but he suggested that service and convenience 
were of primary importance to the customer. 

Mr. Cowie (Hawick) said they were all looking for increased 
outlets for their gas but felt that in specialized lines such as 
catering equipment the average salesman did not possess the 
necessary knowledge for approaching prospective customers. 
Customers also liked to see the apparatus and it was not possi- 
ble to carry a stock in the showroom. 

Mr. Srort said that his firm were only too pleased to co- 
operate with gas undertakings in approaching customers and 
supplying expert advice. They were very glad to hold demon- 
strations in any gas undertaking’s showrooms. He felt that 
showrooms might include some equipment suitable for catering 
establishments. 


Vote of Thanks. 


Mr. A. J. Doran (Edinburgh), President of the Association, 
conveyed the thanks of the members to Messrs. Stott & Co. for 
the Paper and kindness in bringing so much equipment for their 
benefit. He felt that with the drawings and diagrams, coupled 
with the demonstrations of the actual appliances, that the mem- 
bers had been able to appreciate what equipment was available 
for their prospective consumers. 

Mr. Srotr expressed his pleasure at having been given the 
opportunity of addressing the Association and assured the mem- 
bers of his firm’s expert advice on any problems which might 
arise in their sales’ departments. The members then had the 
opportunity of inspecting the equipment on view and Mr. Stott 
and Mr. Withers, the Scottish Representative, demonstrated the 
features of the appliances. The company then adjourned for 
tea. 
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Three Counties Agricultural Show at 
Worcester 
Gas Company’s Display 


In connection with the above Show, the Worcester New 
Gas Light Company staged a very comprehensive exhibit 
of gas appliances for domestic and farm use, housed in 
a stand designed and erected in conjunction with the 
British Commergial Gas Association. 

The exhibit was completely roofed in and supported by 
modern type pillars all surmounted by a tall central tower, 
carrying a flagstaff with the Mr. Therm flag. 

The stand was divided into sections, comprising kitchen, 
bathroom, lounge, Calor Gas, and industrial. Great in- 
terest was taken by = many visitors in the appliances for 
use on farms, as well as refrigerators and Ascot water 
heaters which were fitted up and working. Additional 
attractions included brief cooking and washing machine 
demonstrations, and a lightning artist. 

In connection with the catering arrangements for the 
Show, all the cooking was f mime on gas apparatus specially 
fitted up for the occasion by the Gas Company. Gas ovens 
capable of roasting 500 lb. of meat at one time were in- 
stalled, and upwards of 1,000 lunches had to be provided 
for. 





Sheffield Lighting Department 


Annual Report 


The Sixth Annual Report of the City of Sheffield Light- 
ing Department contains many new facts and figures 
relative to the work undertaken by the Department during 
the year 1935-36, that will no doubt be of interest to our 
readers. Improved lighting, consistent with reasonable 
expenditure, has been the objective of the Department, the 
staff of which at all times are aciadaiiaas to obtain 
greater efficiency. 

The number of gas lamps in use at March 31, 1936, was 
15,677, consuming 269,662,295 cu.ft. The total candle 
power of lamps in use at the end of the year was 2,897,332, 
an increase of 118,855 since March 31, 1935. The candle 
power per head of population was increased during the 
year from 5°35 to 5°58. 

During 1935-36, the burning hours were increased by 54 
over last year, the total burning hours being 3,793 on main 
traffic routes, and 3,610 in side streets and residential areas. 
During the year the Department used 66,284 gas mantles, 
a reduction of 557 as compared with the previous twelve 
months. The average effective life of the gas mantle during 
the year was 2,086 burning hours, an increase of 18 over 
the average obtained last year. Towards the end of the 
year, 2,804 smi all unit street and court lamps were painted. 
In addition, 2,340 gas burners were cleaned, nf ar and 
tested, and 1,264 clock controllers for gas lamps were 
cleaned, tested, and adjusted. Further, 1,443 clock 
controllers and 54 time switches were returned to the 
makers for overhaul and repair. There are approximately 
596 miles of streets lighted, at an average cost of £966 
per mile per annum. 

Reference was made in the Report of last year to a test 
the Department were making in co-operation with a British 
mantle manufacturer, on different grades of gas mantles. 
This test has now been completed, and the following tabu- 
lated statement shows clearly that mantles made of 
artificial silk, qualities ‘“‘ E ’’ and “‘ F ”’ are superior to the 
others. The average life in burning hours, shown in 
column 5, must be read in conjunction with the number of 
mantles still in use, shown in column 4, 


Summary of Mantle Test Inaugurated May 16, 1934, and Concluded 
Sept. 18, 1935. 


a 











Average 
Life of All 
No. id = - = vd a 
Mantles antles Mantles | t.e., ose 
Quality of Mantle, on Burned Still Burned ” 
Test. Out. in Use. Out, and 
| Those Still 
in Use, 
1 2 3 ‘ 5 
ones 
A. Well impregnated § ramie 
mantle gh Ae a 135 109 26 | 2,310 
B. Combination of cotton and | 
artificial silk . , 128 104 24 1,967 
C. Another combinz ation of cotton 
and silk nal tea! Oe 128 100 28 | 2,362 
D. Combination of ramie and 
artificial silk Pa , 122 96 26 2,099 
E. Artificialsilk, hillweave. . 129 7O 59 3, rol 
F. Artificial silk, normal weave 127 75 52 2,973 


The reflection characteristics of road surfaces are im- 
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portant from the street lighting point of view, and as these 


characteristics differ between wet and dry conditions, a 
record was kept for one year ended Sept. 30, 1935, of such 
conditions. It was found that at lighting-up time the road 
surfaces were wet on 138 nights and dry on 227. 





Rotherham’s New Gas-Driven Van 








FOR ALL 
HEATING AND 
COOKING 
































Our photograph shows the new gas-driven motor van recently put 


into commission by the Rotherham Gas Department. The vehicle 

has been specially adapted by the Albion Motor Co to run on gas, 

and it is fitted with reducing valves, gauges, &c., supplied by 

Bellis & Morcom, Ltd. Mr. W. H. T. Johns (the Gas Engineer and 

General Manager) informs us that the van is running exceedingly 

well, and is the subject of very favourable comments from local 
transport officials. 





The Gas Industry* 


The German Museum in Munich has a comprehensive 
section devoted to the Gas Industry. In order that visitors 
may be able to derive the maximum of instruction from 
the exhibits, which include many scale models, the present 
monograph, which forms one of a series, has been prepared. 
The choice of Dr. A. Thau as its author was a very happy 
one since he is one of the most knowledgeable gas engineers 
in Germany and is a prolific writer on abit connected 
with his profession. He has, moreover, the facility of ex- 
pressing himself well and his contributions always com- 
mand interest. 

The present monograph, which is freely illustrated, 
treats of the rise and development of the Gas Industry. 
Within the small compass of 32 pages a good bird’s-eye 
view of this field of technology is presented. The subjects 
covered by the author include carbonization, carbonizing 
plant, condensation, exhausters, purification, meters, 
holders, and bottled gas, and incidental reference is made 
to various other relevant topics. While ample tribute is 
paid to the pioneering work carried out in England in the 
early days of the history of town gas, the account of the 
subsequent developments tends, perhaps, to overstress the 
contributions made by technologists in Germany. This is, 
perhaps, understandable in view of the circle of readers for 
whom the book is intended. 

One feature which is apparent from the monograph is 
that the inventive spirit of those connected with the Gas 
Industry has often been hampered by the lack of com- 
mensurate development in the engineering industry. Thus, 
as long ago as 1815 the London Portable Gas Company was 
formed for the distribution of gas in receptacles at a pres- 
sure of 30 atmospheres while, in 1825, bottled gas, com- 
pressed into copper reservoirs, was supplied to a castle near 
Dresden for illuminating purposes. If the present-day 
knowledge of high-pressure technique had then been avail- 
able, bottled gas would undoubtedly by now have acquired 
much greater prominence than it has, in fact, achieved. 
Similarly, the practical realization of waterless holders has 
been a comparatively recent apt nang though en 
deavours with a similar end in view had been made 60 
years ago but were unsuccessful through the inability to 
secure a gas-tight seal. 

A booklet such as this should do much to 
general public more gas conscious and, in writing it, Dr. 
Thau has done good service not only to the German 
Museum but to the German Gas Industry, also. He has, 
at the same time, set an example which might well b 
followed in other countries. 


make the 


*Die Stadtgasindustrie 
By A. Thau. 
Part 6. 


Ein Abriss ihrer geschichtlichen Entwicklung 
Deutsches Museum, Abhandlungen und Berichte. Vol. 7 
(Berlin, 1935, Vdi-Verlag, pp. ii. + 32. Price RM. 0°go). 
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: The Briti en Compan 
e British Oxygen Company 
Official Opening of New Head Office Coincides with Fiftieth Anniversary 
of Company’s Foundation 
The new Head Office of the British Oxygen Company was 
officially opened on May 28, and the occasion was marked 
by a luncheon subsequently given at Grosvenor House, 
Park Lane, in celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the 
Company’s foundation. 

The British Oxygen Company’s new Head Office is situ- a Head Office staff which has long outgrown its former 
ated at Thames House, and is symbolic of the great pro- accommodation. No more suitable site could have been 
gress made by the Company since its modest beginnings chosen for this purpose than Thames House, which is 
fifty years ago. From 1886 to 1921 the Head Office was among the more modern office buildings in London, and 
in Horseferry Road, where the firm’s first plant was in- has become, with its neighbour at Millbank, Imperial 
stalled for the production of oxygen. In 1921 the Head Chemical House, a veritable landmark of W estminster. 
Office was transferred to the building, then newly erected The building, which consists of two large blocks, joined 
at Edmonton, which to-day houses the Company’s exten- by a bridge over Page Street, has a river frontage of 560 
sive plant for the production of machines and equipment ft. and was completed in June, 1930, to the design of the 
for use in applying to the neéds of industry the gases late Sir Frank Baines, K.C.V.O., C B. E., F.R.I.B.A. The 
produced in its various factories throughout Great Britain, Company occupies the whole of the first floor of the 
Northern Ireland, and the Dominions. southern section of the building—a total area of 37,000 

In 1933 the Head Office was again removed to the more sq.ft. 
convenient centre of Westminster, where it was estab- The heating of the office is on the “ panel ’’ system in 
lished at Victoria Station House in commodious and well- which hot water pipes of small bore are embedded in the 
appointed offices which had for many years been occupied ceilings and walls which themselv res become the sources of 
by Allen-Liversidge, Ltd., merged with the British Oxy- warmth. The effect of this is that heat is distributed from 
gen Company in 1931. these warmed surfaces almost entirely in the form of 

Now, the great growth of this Company, particularly radiant heat, reaching the occupants of the rooms direct. 
during the last three years, has dictated a move essential All exterior windows are of ‘‘ vita-glass ’’ which permits 

: in the circumstances, but made with natural reluctance, the entrance of the ultra-violet rays. 
; to still larger premises, in order to house, with that com- In hot weather, cold water is circulated through the 
' fort and convenience which makes for maximum efficiency, embedded pipes which form the panel-heating system, 




















From Board Room to Swimming Pool—Some Representative Glimpses of the British Oxygen Company’s New 
Headquarters at Thames House. 
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thereby reducing temperature sufficiently to ensure com- at once the great care and foresight which had beep 


fortable conditions. An ammonia refrigerating plant con- 
trols the temperature of the water thus circulated. 
system of extract ventilation is provided whereby the air 
of all office rooms and of the General Office is changed 
three times per hour. 

The office comprises a General Office and some 
rooms for the housing of Directors, Managerial, 
sistant Managerial Staff. 

The Company’s administration has done everything 
possible to enhance the conv enience and pleasant conditions 
of work of the Company’s staff. As to their meals, Thames 
House Estate has provided facilities embodied in luncheon 
rooms, grill room, and cafeteria. 

Situated within the House there are clubs for swimming, 
squash racquets, and cricket, and there is golf practice. 
The swimming pool is one of the most delightful and best 
equipped small pools in London. It is 60 ft. long by 21 ft. 
wide with a depth varying from 38 ft. 9 in. to 8 ft. 9 in. 
The temperature of the water is normally maintained at 
77° F. by thermostatic control, but can, of course, be 
varied at will. 

As befits the Company, the new Board Room is one of 
fine proportions, well lighted, well equipped, and taste- 
fully arranged, designed—as indeed is the whole of this 
British Oxygen Company’s Head Office—for efficient. work 
in that atmosphere of calm which is most conducive to 
efficient administration. A Committee Room, near the 
Board Room, is available for the use of those Staff Com- 
mittees which meet from time to time and do so much 
towards mutual co-operation between Departments—a 
long-felt- want, now satisfied, in a Company whose size 
and varied activities demand the closest inter-departmental 
work to ensure the best results in sales, propaganda, ser- 
vice, and economy. 

All who made the tour of inspection must have realized 
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devoted to the planning and layout of the offices for pro- 
moting the well being and maintaining the efficiency of the 
staff. 


The Anniversary Luncheon. 


The luncheon, which was presided over by Dr. J. Douald 
Pollock, O.B.E. (Chairman of the British Oxygen Com- 
pany), supported by Mr. S. J. L. Hardie (Vice-Chairm: in) 
Mr. B. Liversidge, Mr. E. W. S. Sprott, and Mr. (. 
add (Joint Managing attended b, 
nearly five hundred guests. 

In proposing the toast of the visitors, Mr. Liversidge 
said how pleased they were to weleome so many distin- 
guished guests, and dealt briefly with the expansion of the 
Company during the past years. In their responses both 
Lord Melchett and Sir Malcolm Campbell paid tribute to 
the great work done by the Company in its research work 
and in educating the world in the application and employ- 
ment of their gases and products for the advancement of 
science and industry. 

The toast of the Company was proposed by the Rt. Hon. 
Lord Alness, who congratulated the Company on having 
scored half a century not out. The story of the Company 
was not only a romance, but an epic, as statistics would 
show. 

In his reply, Dr. Pollock said he felt that the greatest 
evidence of their success was in the distinguished company 
present. He referred also to the important nature of the 
forthcoming International Congress of Acetylene, Oxy- 
Acetylene Welding, and Allied Industries, mentioning the 
dependance of our heavy industries upon oxygen, acety- 
lene, and allied gases, and that it would always be the 
object and aim of their Company to promote the success 
of British industries. 


Directors), was 


London and Southern Junior Association 


Spend Summer Visit at Southend 





A record gathering of some 150 members of the London 

and Southern District Junior Gas Association, with their 

ladies, accepted the kind invitation of the Gas Light and 

Coke Company to hold their Summer Visit at Southend-on- 
Sea on June 6 





Upon arrival at Southend the visitors first inspected the 
Gas-Works, which are situated on the sea front, a bridge 
passing from the works over the parade to a jetty by 
which means coal is brought to the Works by water. 

The Southend Gas-Works were started in the year 1854, 
with a capital of £2,000 in 400 shares of £5 each. Events 
moved rapidly during the years that followed, and the 
growth of the Works to meet the increasing demands for 
gas was phenomenal. In August, 1857, 20 lamps were 
erected in the streets—this being the first step in public 
lighting. During, the ensuing years the district was added 
to by supplying gas to Rochford in 1919. The Gas-Works 
at Rochford, which are still in existence, but not in use, 
were erected in 1845. On completion of the purchase the 
Works at Rochford were shut down. 

The next step in progress was the acquisition in 192: 
of the Leigh Gas Undertaking from the Corporation. The 
Southend Undertaking was acquired by the Gas Light and 
Coke Company in 1932. 

The district supplied by the Southend Works includes 
the County Borough of Southend-on-Sea (which in itself 
comprises Leigh-on-Sea, Westcliff-on-Sea, Eastwood, and 
Thorpe Bay), Rochford, Ashingdon, and Great and Little 
Wakering. It extends North to the River Crouch, East to 
the North Sea, and on the West to the Gas Light and Coke 
Company’s area at Hadleigh, &c. 

The output of gas has increased since 1896 to 1935 in- 
clusive by over 27 fold. 


The Works. 


The Works now includes the following plant. Two set- 
tings of six beds, each bed consisting of 12 retorts, 24 in. by 
16 in. by 21 ft. The retorts are charged with 13 ewt. of coal 
per charge by the Canning-Clark machine. The condensers 
are of the atmospheric type, of a capacity 1,500,000 cu.ft. 
per day, the area of cooling surface being 7,100 sq.ft. The 
exhauster house is a new building, and was erected in 
1928. There are two Bryan-Donkin twin exhausters driven 
by steam engines of 60-h.p. One of these is for oil gas and 
the other for coal gas. 

There are two sets of purifiers, each set having a capacity 
of 3 million cu.ft. per day. 

The carburetted water gas plant consists of three Hum 
phreys & Glasgow sets of a total capacity of 3,650,000 cu.ft. 

The boiler plant consists of two Cochran vertical boilers, 
1,000 sq.ft. heating surface, two Babcock boilers (water 
tube), one Fraser dry-back boiler, 2,030 sq.ft. heating sur 
face, and one Davey Paxman dry-back boiler, 1,150 sq.ft. 
heating surface. The meters are of the Connersville type 
and are each of capacity 6 million cu.ft. per day. A Dri 
Gas plant was erected in 1932. It was constructed by 
W. C. Holmes & Co., and is of a capacity of 6 million cu.ft. 
per day. There is also an electric power house containing 
four generating sets. 

There are two holders, one erected in 1901, 
1,000,000 cu.ft., and the other, erected in 
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capacity 2,500,000 cu.ft. There are two sets of boosting 
plant. 

The coke plant consists of a Phoenix Supply Company’s 
cutter, followed by a rotary screen of a capacity 30 tons 
per hour. The coal is transported from the jetty to the 
W orks by a belt conveyor, which discharges into a tempor- 
ary hopper, and then by a small-gauge engine and trucks 
to the elevator. 

The Stove Shop consists of dismantling, burning-off, and 
washing shops, assembling, testing, and painting shops. 
In addition, there is a section for the colouring of gas 
fires, &c., together with a section for the repairs to hot 
water apparatus, including restaurant equipment. The 
average output from the shop is 250 pieces of apparatus 
per week. 


New Carbonizing Plant. 


Reconstruction of plant now in progress at this Station 
includes an installation of Glover-West vertical retorts of 
capacity 4 million cu.ft. per day. This installation com- 
prises 68-40 in. /46 in. retorts, arranged in units of 4 re- 
torts, and 5 benches of 12 and one of 8, complete with the 
coal and coke handling plant. 

Fuel gas is generated in eight step-grate producers with 
a common flue in the back, and connecting flues to direct 
the producer gas into a common producer gas flue butit 
inside the settings. 

Additional equipment includes a Bryan Donkin auto- 
matic regulator, controlling the pressure of gas passing 
into the foul mains, and three Spencer-Bonecourt induced- 
draught fire-tube waste-heat boilers. 

Vacuum cleaning plant will be installed, enabling the 
flor to be cleaned. Fume extraction plant is provided 
(Keith Blackman) for extracting the warm air from the top 
of the settings and discharging into the chimney of the 
retort bench. On the extractor floor, provision has been 
made for a dust exhausting plant, comprising a ‘‘ Paddle 
Blade ”’ fan, cyclone separator, and textile filter, for clean- 
ing the discharged air. Cold air douche plant will also 
deliver cold air at 18 different positions at the top of the 
retort bench, and to complete the provision for cleanliness 
and pure air, the spaces at the ends of the retort house 
dormer, at the level of the coal storage bunkers, between 
the bunkers and gables, will be fitted with dust-tight 
flooring. The gas from the vertical retorts will be cooled 
by two sets of water-cooled condensers, constructed by 
W. C. Holmes & Co., Ltd., provision being made for part 
of the cooling water from the condensers to be used for 
boiler feed water. A secondary condenser is also provided 
on the outlet of the exhausters, for final cooling of gas 
before washing. Ancillary plant includes a_ turbo- 
exhauster and generator and a 50,000 gallons per hour 
cooling tower. 

The coke will be delivered by a gravity bucket conveyor 
on to a cross belt conveyor at the west end of the retort 
house, and then on to the main coke conveyor situated 
outside the north side of the retort house, which will carry 
the coke to the cutting and screening plant. 

The various grades will be conveyed to their respective 
heaps, from which all coke for sale will be picked up and 
loaded into sacks by a portable single-unit coke loader 
and de-breezing machine. 


At the conclusion of the inspection of the Gas-Works, 
the visitors were conveyed to the showrooms, where they 
had the opportunity of seeing how the Company provide 
excellent displays of appliances, both for the domestic con- 
sumer and for the hotels and other catering establishments 
with which this popular resort abounds. A special section 
is set aside to displays of such larger gas apparatus. 

Subsequently the members and their guests sat down to 
an excellent lunch, kindly provided by the Gas Light and 
Coke Company—at which Mr. R. W. Hunter (Chief 


Engineer) presided. 


The Loyal Toast having been honoured at the call of the 
Chairman, Mr. H. M. Royte (Station Engineer at Southend) 
proposed ‘* The London and Southern District Junior Gas As- 
sociation; ’? and in doing so he extended in the first place a 
hearty welcome to the visitors on behalf of the Governor and 
Directors of the Gas Light and Coke Company. The Governor 
himself had been at Southend a few days previously, and had 
then asked Mr. Royle to give them his best wishes, with the 
hope that they would have an enjoyable day. 

The Association, said Mr. Royle. was formed in 1902, and 
both the Chairman and himself had been interested in it at the 
time; and they were particularly pleased to have with them 
that day Mr. Grafton, who was a very old friend of many of 
them, and had founded the Association, having been President 
for the first four years of its existence. He therefore gave them 
the Toast of the Association, coupled with the names of their 
President, Mr, J. M. Webber, and Mr. Grafton. 
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Staunch Supporters. 


The PRESIDENT, in response, said that on behalf of the As- 
sociation he would like ‘to offer their heartiest thanks to the 
Governor and Directors of the Gas Light and Coke Company 
for inviting them to visit their works and showrooms at 
Southend. If anyone were to study the history of the London 
and Southern District Junior Gas Association he would be sur- 
prised at the number of times the name of the Gas Light and 
Coke Company would appear right through the story. They 
had just been told about Mr. Grafton, who had founded the 
Association; he was at the time a ‘‘ Gas Light ’’ man. Then 
Mr, Thomas Hardie was one of the staunchest friends they had 
ever had, and it was a great pleasure to see Mr, Hunter carry- 
ing on the traditions in the same way. 

When they visited a Gas Light and Coke Company works 
they were not merely given permission to go over them; they 
were taken in hand as soon as they arrived and were given a 
royal time. And they very much appreciated the way in which 
the Company’s officers gave up their Saturday afternoons io 
meet the Association. They had all been very interested in the 
works and in the delightful showrooms, where they could well 
have spent many more hours making a thorough inspection. 
It was illuminating to them to see how the Company, having 
taken over a new area, seit to work entirely to reconstruct the 
works to meet the demands made upon them, and to re-model 
the showrooms, equipping them with the most modern ap- 
pliances, so that not only should the gas-producing plant be 
thoroughly efficient, but that the consumers should have the 
opportunity of obtaining the very latest and most up-to-date 
apparatus as well. Once more he thanked the Company very 
much indeed for their hospitality. 

The Toast of ‘* The Gas Light and Coke Company ”’ was in 
the hands of Mr. R. SuMMERSON (Luton), the President-Elect, 
who also paid tribute to the support which the Company always 
gave to their Association. Once again they were their very 
good hosts on that occasion, and the Association was very 
pleased to be there. Mr. Summerson remarked that he was 
particularly glad to have the opportunity of coupling Mr. 
Hunter’s name with the Toast. He had succeeded as Chief 
Engineer of the Company Mr. Hardie who had given up a great 
deal of time to their Association, and had recently been re- 
warded by a seat on the Board of this great Company. He 
expressed the members’ best wishes to Mr. Hunter for every 
happiness and success in the responsible office he now held. 
He also thanked the guides for the trouble they had taken in 
conducting the members round the works and explaining every- 
thing so lucidly. 

Mr, W. Grarron, who was enthusiastically received, also said 
a few words, in the course of which he expressed his pleasure at 
seeing the great development which had taken place in the 
Association since he helped to found it in 1902. 


Valuable Work for the Industry. 


Mr. R. W. Hunter said that it was a great honour to him 
to respond to the Toast of ‘‘ The Gas Light and Coke Com- 
pany. He was particularly pleased to be there on that 
occasion, when he saw round him old friends whom he had 
known for many years. He also had been present when Mr. 
Grafton inaugurated their Association, and while circumstances 
prevented him from taking any active part in it, he had 
watched its progress during the intervening years and ap 
preciated the very valuable work which their members had 
done, and were doing, for the Gas Industry. 

The Gas Light and Coke Company was always ready and 
anxious, he observed, to provide facilities so that Associations 
like their own could see what they were trying to do to keep 
themselves up-to-date and to meet the ever-growing competiticn 
with which they were faced; and it was very encouraging to the 
Company that the rising generation of Gas Engineers and others 
engaged in the Industry should show the keenness they all did 
in these developments. He hoped he would not get too involved 
if he likened the Gas Light and Coke Company to a lady who 
had had a very long life but refused to grow old. She was born 
many years ago; her birth certificate—if he might refer to her 
Royal Charter which was granted by George III. as such—must 
have been her marriage lines, because she immediately set up 
her home in Horseferry Road; and there, 120 years later, re- 
posed that Certificate to-day on the site of her original home. 

Since then many developments had taken place; many other 
undertakings followed her lead—and the great Gas Industry 
was established. She had had many healthy children; one of 
those children was Beckton which was at the time, and ever 
since had been, the largest works of its kind in existence. Not 
only had the Company children of her own. but also by adop- 
tion; and one of the latest of these was Southend. Many people 
expected that when the Gas Light and Coke Company absorbed 
a district it would shut down the smaller works and supply gas 
over long distances by trunk mains. But he was confident him- 
self that in cases such as Southend, with up-to-date equipment, 
manufacture could very well be carried on. and the station 
could prove itself one of the most economical and efficient 
undertakings within the big family. 

They were very pleased that the Association had honoured 
the Company with their presence that day. and he honed they 
would pay Southend another visit at a later date and see the 
coke screening and grading plant as well as the new carbonizing 
plant when the whole installation was finished. When they did 
he thought they would have no reason to criticize them ad- 
versely. Mr. Hunter concluded by wishing the Association a 
very pleasant afternoon at Southend. 
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Gas Light and Coke 
Company’s Enterprise 
at Kingsbury 


Up-to-Date Gas Showrooms 
For Growing N.W. London District 


In a district which a comparatively few years ago could 

boast but 25 gas consumers the Gas Light and Coke Com- 

pany, on June 3, opened their 59th Showroom to serve the 

needs of the 10,000 users of gas now resident in the 
Kingsbury area, 


Fifteen years ago Kingsbury was a truly rural spot, the 
staple industry of whose small and seattered population 
was mainly sheep and cattle farming. But ’bus routes 
and the extension of the Metropolitan Railway to Stan- 
more have helped to develop a suburban area until to-day 
nearly twenty-five thousand people are living in the dis- 
trict. 

Such rapid development has prompted the Gas Light and 
Coke Company to open showrooms and district offices at 
Kingsbury, N.W. 9; and modern premises, which will be the 
headquarters of a staff of fifty, were opened on June 3 at 
449, Kingsbury Road—the principal thoroughfare—to 
serve the needs of 10,000 gas consumers in the area. 

In a progressive and rapidly growing neighbourhood 
such showrooms should prove invaluable in providing fresh 
ideas about the many uses of gas in the home for the 
local community. Thoroughly up-to-date in design the 
new building attracts immediate attention, with its stain- 
less steel window framing and facia, with the Company’s 
name in modernistic red tubular letters across the front, 
and with the effective gas lighting units which illuminate 
the exterior at night. 

The comparatively modest frontage belies the roominess 
of the interior, which extends back a considerable distance 
to a demonstration platform at the farther end. Fully 
equipped as a modern kitchen, this demonstration plat- 
form is complete with two gas meters with large inset 
dials marked off in cubic feet, thus clearly registering 
exactly how much gas is being consumed in any operation 
which is being demonstrated on the platform. 

Down either side of the showroom the appliances ar2 
grouped in alcoves and effectively illuminated from above. 
In the water heating section various types of apparatus 
discharge into a common stainless steel trough which is 
fitted with a thermometer whose direct-reading dial is set 
flush in the rear wall at eye-level—a very useful and in- 
teresting addition to a water heating display, clearly show- 
ing as it does the outlet temperature from the different 
types of heater. 

All the various appliances are tastefully set out with a 
view to giving the consumer the widest choice and in order 
to give an impression of how the apparatus will look when 
installed in the home. Colour predominates in every sec- 
tion, and the whole colcur scheme of the interior is in a 
pleasing shade of green with panelled glass ceiling plates. 
A range of attractive lighting fittings shows what gas can 
do in this direction, while full attention is, of course, 
given to refrigeration, various sizes of cabinet occupying 
pride of place adjacent to the entrance door. A small cash 
desk for the payment of accounts is disposed in the centre 
of the showroom. 

Upstairs are roomy offices for the clerical staff, while 
provision is, of course, also made for the service and main- 
tenance fitters, of whom a considerable number are at- 
tached to this centre. 


THE OPENING CEREMONY. 


The new premises were opened by Mr. J. Williamson, 
C.A., J.P. (Chairman of the Wembley Urban District 
Council), who was accompanied by Mrs. Williamson and 
by other Councillors and representatives of the Kingsbury 
Ratepayers’ Association, the Wembley Chamber of Com- 
merce, the Wembley Rotary Club, and local tradesmen 
and professional classes, including the builders of the new 
premises. The Gas Light and Coke Company were repre- 
sented by Mr. R. W. Foot (General Manager), who was 
supported by Mr. A. E. Sylvester (Comptroller), Mr. S. 
Lacey (Controller of Gas Sales), Mr. R. W. Lowman (Sales 
Manager), Mr. S. C. Leslie (Publicity Manager), together 
with other Senior Officers of the Company. Tea was pro- 
vided at the kind invitation of the Company. 


_Mr. Foor, in opening the proceedings, remarked that it was 
his pleasant duty to say a few words on behalf of the Company. 


This duty fell to him in the unfortunate absence of Sir David 
Milne-Watson, Governor of the Gas Light and Coke Company, 
who was detained upon urgent business in London—and he had 
asked him to deputize for him on that occasion. Notwith- 
standing the fact that he could not be present personally, both 
he and the other Directors of the Company did appreciate very 
much the presence of Mr. and Mrs, Williamson that day, par- 
ticularly in that the Chairman of the Wembley Urban District 
Council and his good lady had found time in the midst of their 
busy official life to go there and give their blessing to the Com- 
pany’s new enterprise in Kingsbury. 

It was always a great pleasure to the Gas Light and Coke 
Company to be associated on friendly terms with the Local 
Authorities with whom they were concerned in any particular 
district. They were associated in their various districts with 
about eighty different Local Authorities, and it was one of the 
Company’s objects to keep on the friendliest possible terms 
with all of them. He thought there was no local authority in 
their area who would like the Company to be anything but 
successful if only looking at it from the somewhat narrow view- 
point that in their area as a whole they paid just over half a 
million pounds a year in rates—so that their prosperity was « 
not unimportant matter to local authorities, 

But there was a wider aspect than this, went on the General 
Manager—and that was the Company’s position as a very im- 
portant public utility service. The Gas Light and Coke Com- 
pany served throughout their district—from Windsor in the 
West to Southend in the East—a very large area, supplying 
gas to something over one-and-a-half million households. Their 
customers ranged from very large ones, burning millions of 
cubic feet a year, down to the smallest consumers, burning, 
perhaps, but eighty to ninety therms a year. But it was their 
aim to pay proper attention to all their consumers, whether 
a reckoned their accounts in millions or fifty to a hundred 
therms, 


Essentially for the Domestic Consumer. 


This new enterprise of theirs in Kingsbury was designed and 
planned not to serve their very large consumers to whom he 
had referred, but essentially domestic customers. In this dis- 
trict they had witnessed a very extraordinary development 
during the last few years. In the year 1909 the Gas Company 
serving that district had 25 consumers. These were. very 
scattered indeed, and it took a small staff of one man two 
days, working very hard, to read all the meters—and this was 
about all he had to do for those consumers. At that time the 
service was given by the Harrow Gas Company, and the price 
of gas was a very substantial one. Since then they had seen 
one or two changes; the Harrow Company gave way to the 
Brentford Company, and subsequently the Gas Light and Coke 
Company stepped into the shoes of the Brentford Company, 
and for the last ten years the district had been served by their 
Company, with considerable advantage—he might say with all 
modesty—in the matter of price. During the past ten years 
the price of gas had gone down from a very considerable figure 
until it was now being sold at the same price as in London. 
This was one important advantage of amalgamation and ab- 
sorption in this district by the Gas Light and Coke Company. 
Now they served 9,500 households in a district whose total 
population was in the neighbourhood of twenty-five to twenty- 
six thousand, 

Since 1909 a great deal had also- happened in the Gas Light 
and Coke Company, continued Mr. Foot. Twenty-five years 
ago if they had brought a gas consumer into that showroom 
and had shown him the latest gas cooker with thermostatic 
control, coloured finish, enamel linings, and self-lighting at- 
tachment; if they had shown him the gas fires of modern de- 
sign which could be lighted automatically without a match; if 
they had shown him the gas water heaters of the latest pattern, 
completely fool-proof, and doing all the water heating for the 
house without difficulty and at a reasonable price; if they had 
shown him their most recent apparatus in the shape of a 
refrigerator, and had told him that in that white cabinet it 
was possible to make ice by the application of heat, he would 
have said that it was a fairy story—an Aladdin’s Cave—in 
short, he would have said it was impossible. 

As a result of this great development, the Directors of the 
Gas Light and Coke Company decided that it was time there 
was a gas showroom of this character there in order that the 
people who lived in the district could as conveniently as possi- 
ble see all the latest that could be done by gas. That was the 
reason they were there that day, and that was why they asked 
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the Chairman of the Local Authority to give his blessing, as 
oficial head of the community, on their latest enterprise. 


Co-operation with the Local Authority. 


Mr. J. WituiaAMson in the first place thanked Mr. Foot for 
his kind references to himself, his wife, and his colleagues who 
were supporting both him and the Company that day. He 
confirmed in every respect the statement made by the General 
Manager in regard to the happy co-operation which existed 
between their Local Authority, at any rate, and the Company 
in the interests of the public. 

He greatly appreciated the opportunity of being present at-— 
what he might call—the launching of this new ship upon the 
sea of commercial enterprise and public service. He did not 
think they fully appreciated the importance of the Gas Light 
and Coke Company. The Company was the largest undertaking 
of its kind in the world, supplying an area of 540 square miles 
through 5,500 miles of mains. In addition to domestic con- 
sumers, the Company supplied gas to 19,000 factories. Last 
year the consumption of gas in the Company’s area had in- 
creased by 500 million cu.ft., while gas appliances had been 
supplied at an average rate of one per minute throughout the 
year. 

There was another important side of the Gas Light and Coke 
(Company, he continued, and that was the valuable by-products 
which they obtained in the course of the production of gas, 
including benzole, tar, and coke. At Beckton, the Company 
had the largest benzole-producing plant in the United King- 


Attractive 

















Exterior View. 


The new building, situated in the main shopping 
thoroughfare of Barnsley, provides a very striking appear- 
ance with its black glass pilasters and a broad black glass 
fascia upon which is fitted the word GAS—in stainless 
steel letters 2 ft. 4 in. high projecting 6 in. from the sur- 
face. The face of the building on the first floor has been 
finished with a buff coloured cement having a green margin 
ai. its upper and lower edges, while the whole of the builc- 
ine is surmounted by a broad sign conspicuously display- 
ing an appropriate slogan. This will be floodlighted from 
above by seven strip lanterns. 

The ground floor provides a spacious showroom and ac- 
counts department, having brown and _ white mottled 
rubber floor tiles, sunshine yellow walls and cream tinted 
ceiling with stained oak strips. Along the rear wall a dark 
oak grained gas fire display is situated, including a “* Sun- 
ray” fire in a marble and onyx setting. .For the interior 
lighting, the main centre and strip pattern window lights 
are arranged on clock control, while brackets and pen- 
dants are fitted with switches accommodated upon a com- 
mon panel. ; : P : 

The first floor contains a demonstration hall, capable of 
seating 120 persons. and a display of hot water appliances 
consisting of a black glazed rear panel edged with 
chromium strip and having a stainless steel sink with ex- 
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dom. Then they knew that an enormous amount of tar was 
used on the roads of the country, while tlfe Company had sold 
1,400,000 tons of coke during last year. Such activities as these 
meant a large personnel, and there were some 20,000 people 
employed by the Gas Light and Coke Company, of whom 17,000 
were co-partners. He thought that business men would agree 
that in these days co-partnership was in the best interests of 
everyone concerned, and to see a company where 85% of the 
employees were co-partners was a very fine thing indeed. It 
meant that the men had a personal interest in the progress of 
the Company which was helpful to themselves, the undertaking, 
and the public. He hoped the day would not be far distant 
when all large public undertakings would adopt such schemes. 

It would therefore be apparent, said Mr. Williamson, that 
the Gas Light and Coke Company, whose guests they were that 
day in their latest showroom—their fifty-ninth—were just about 
to place at the service of their consumers in the Kingsbury 
area all the facilities which their vast organization could com- 
mand for their comfort and convenience; he hoped that con- 
sumers would use their services to the full. He had very much 
pleasure in declaring their latest enterprise open to the public, 
and he hoped that it would receive the reward jt deserved by 
the fullest use by residents in the area. 

Mr. Foor thanked the Chairman of the Urban District Council 
for telling them about the operations of the Company; and in 
concluding the proceedings, he invited those present to take 
the opportunity of inspecting all that they had to show in 
their new premises, and expressed the hope that when occasion 
offered they would come in again at a later date and bring their 
friends, 


New Gas Showrooms 


Opened at Barnsley 


Up-to-date new showroom premises were opened for 

the Barnsley Gas Company on May 25 by Col. H. K. 

Stephenson (Chairman of the Sheffield Gas Company). 

Mr. G. Bingley Lancaster (Chairman of the Barnsley 
Company) presided. 


tension side troughs, all being mounted upon a teak grained 
cupboard. Secured to the rear panel are various types of 
hot water appliances, so fitted that intending purchasers 
may see them in operation. Here again the walls are 
decorated in sunshine yellow and the ceiling panelled in 
cream with oak strips. The main lighting is by four ven- 
tilating lamps, while four directional lamps illuminate the 
demonstration platform. 

The opening week was supplemented by a series of suc- 
cessful cookery demonstrations carried out by Miss M. Lee- 
Brooker, of Radiation Ltd. 

The provision of these premises has entailed the conver- 
sion of three separate shops originally situated upon the 














Interior View of the New Showrooms. 
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site and the fulfilment of a design by the Barnsley Gas 
Company staff under Mr. Louis W. Harrison, Acting Engi- 
neer and Manager. 

Among those present at the opening ceremony, in addi- 
tion to Colonel H. K. Stephenson and Mr. G. Bingley 
Lancaster, were Mr. Copley B. Moore (Vice-Chairman, 
Barnsley Gas Company), Mr. R. Halkett (General Manager 
and Secretary of the Shefheld Gas Company), Mr. Louis W. 
Harrison, and Mr. T. W. Roystone (Secretary of the 
— y Gas Company), and other officials. 

Mr. Bingley Lancaster extended a cordial welcome to 
Colo ob Stephe nson. ‘* The reason for this showroom is 
that for a great many years we have been dis- 
playing our apparatus in a situation which was geographi- 
cally * off the map ’ so far as the business life of the town 
was concerned,’ continued Mr, Lancaster. ‘* Now we have 
a lease on premises which are in an ideal spot, for Eldon 
Street has become recognized as being of paramount im- 
portance in the business activities of the town. Our aim 
is to show the people of Barnsley what! gas really can do. 
We are maintaining a staff of experts here, and we sincerely 
hope that the public will take full advantage of their 
advice and experience.”’ 
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Mr. Lancaster then presented Colonel Stephenson with a 
silver pencil as a souvenir of the occasion. 

Colonel Stephenson returned thanks and expresse.! his 
admiration for the new building, which had excited the 
curiosity and envy of every neighbour. The Directwys of 
the Barnsley Gas Company were to be heartily cong raty- 
lated upon a splendid piece of work. 

“ would sincerely advise Barnsley housewives,’’ hb» «on 
cluded, “‘ to make the most of the wonderful service ¢!/-red 
by gas, and to bring their domestic worries concerning 
lighting and heating to this standing exhibition, for ! am, 
certain they will find an answer to each and every 
problem.”’ 

Appreciative reference was made by the Chairman to the 
arrangements made by Mr. Harrison, who was responsible 
for the design of the showrooms and for the carrying out 
of the extensive alterations, and Mr. Harrison, responding, 
paid tribute to his staff for their assistance in carrving 
forward the scheme to such a successful conclusion. 

Following the ceremony light refreshments were served: 
afterwards Miss M. Lee-Brooker, of Radiation Ltd., gay 
the first of her series of demonstrations of modern ga 
cooking before a large and appreciative audience. 


Manchester and District 


Junior Gas Association 


Members of the Manchester and District Junior Gas Asso- 
ciation visited the Parsonage Pit of the Wigan Coal 
Corporation, Ltd., on Wednesday, May 6. An inspection 
was made of the mine working, together with the washeries, 


power house, &c. 


Mr. J. 
to the Directors and officials, Mr. F. 
seconded, and Mr. Low responded 
Directors. 

After tea a discussion took place on ‘* Can the Present 
Rate of Progress in the Sale of Gas be Considered Satis- 
factory? ’ 


ALBINSON (Manchester) proposed a vote of thanks 
CARTLIDGE (Oldham) 
on behalf of the 


For the Motion. 


Mr. J. Granam (Lancaster), in opening the debate, said: In 
considering the question of the progress made in the sale of 
gas, there are two very important factors which we must not 
overlook. The first is that a powerful competitor in electricity 
has been growing alongside us. That competitor we are bound 
to admit has its sphere of usefulness, and some of its busi 
ness was bound to be obtained at the expense of our own. 

Therefore, I maintain that provided the Gas Industry has 
made up the inevitable loss in business resulting from the ad- 
vent of its attractive competitor, it has made satisfactory pro- 
gress. On examination, I find that our Industry has not only 
made good the business it has lost, but that it has made 
substantial increases in its annual sale ‘of gas. Take the British 
Gas Industry as a whole from 1914 to 1934, twenty years. The 
increase in the sale of gas was 54%. The second factor is that 
all progressive gas undertakings have been deliberately and en 
thusiastically fostering the sale and hire of more efficient appli 
ances, which give improved service for a lower consumption of 

gas, a policy which has strengthened our competitive position. 

Though the Industry’s average increase in output in recent 
years may not appear as spectacular as in the earlier part of 
the period, it may be that some gas undertakings have ex- 
perienced lean times, not through lack of initiative, but because 
of depressed conditions in the local industries in their respective 
towns, 

Regarding the Undertaking I serve, in the year 1914-15, our 
output was 229 million cu.ft., while in the year ended March 31, 
1936, our output was 470 millions, an increase in 21 years of 
more than 100 The population increased during this period 
from 43,000 to 46,000. 

It is interesting to record that the increase in the sale of 
gas for the period under review is actually equivalent in units 
to the present sales of electricity in Lancaster. 

The number of gas lighted street lamps has increased by 
more than 50% and the increase in the sale of gas for street 
lighting is 74%. The number of gas cookers in use has in 
creased from 3,623 to 10,000, and other appliances from an 
infinitesimal number to 4,500. The sales of appliances continue 
to be satisfactory. We have no simple hire or free loan system 
in operation. 

1 have quoted Lancaster figures because they are available to 
me, but I submit that Lancaster is representative of the 


Subsequently a debate took place. 


majority of British gas undertakings, and I therefore submit 
that the rate of progress in the sale of gas is satisfactory. 

Critics of our Industry’s progress undoubtedly must exist, 
but how often have we heard of our competitor’s anxiety at our 
ability to’ retain the cooking and heating load. Considering 
the political support their industry has received, it makes it 
all the more gratifying for us to find that with such an elaborate 
and aggressive competitor, we who have been established for 
nearly 120 years in the practice of attending to the domestic 
requirements of a community find that our service is each yeai 
growing in popularity and that the public is slowly but surel 
becoming more and more gas minded. 


Considerations that are Often Overlooked. 


Mr. H. Borromuiey (Burnley) then said: 

Mr. Graham has said that the rate of progress in the Gas 
Industry from 1914 to 1934 shows an increase of 54%, and | 
think this is a great achievement in view of the keen and unfair 
competition which the Gas Industry has had to face, and the 
fact_that during part of this period little attempt was made 
to sell either gas or gas apparatus. 

The increase in the sale of gas during the past ten years 
appears small when expressed as a percentage, yet it does in 
fact represent a huge increase when expressed in heat energy. 
This increase of 123% is equal to nearly 5,482 million units of 
electricity, which is more than one-third of the total output of 
electricity generated by authorized electricity undertakings 
during the twelve months ended March 31 last. It can be said 
that the increase in gas sales during the past twenty-five years 
is equivalent to the present total output of electricity. 

Most people when investigating the progress made in the sale 
of gas are naturally inclined to make comparisons with the 
progress made in the sale of electricity. The electricity indus- 
try had an increase of 12% or 1,900 million units last year; the 
Gas Industry had an increase of 1°6%, or 794 million units 
during the period of twelve months covered by the figures last 
published. I suggest that this comparison does not indicate 
the true position of the Gas Industry for the following reasons : 


A large proportion of the increase shown by the electricity 
industry represents business transferred to them from the 
Gas Industry. The amount of business lost by the Gas 
Industry in this direction has had to be replaced with new 
business before an increase in the sale of gas could be 
shown. 

Practically the whole of the business done in the elec- 
tricity industry in the selling of apparatus is new business 
—husiness which they have never enjoyed before. Pract! 
cally the whole of their selling staffs are at present con 
centrating on obtaining new business which will go to swell 
the total increase in unit output next year. 

The Gas Industry has, during the past few years, been 
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engaged in the wholesale replacement of old, inefficient ap- 
pliances. When these replacements are not carried out free 
of charge to the consumer each appliance which has re- 
placed an old appliance has had to be sold. I venture to 
suggest that the amount of gas consumption lost by the 
substitution of more efficient appliances is often under- 
estimated. The installation of a modern thermostatically- 
controlled cooker can account for a decreased consumption 
from 20% to 40°% when compared with the out-of-date 
cooker replaced. If we censider for a moment the hundreds 
of thousands of inefficient cookers and other old appliances 
which have been replaced during the past few years we 
have no alternative but to agree that these replacements 
have been responsible for a large reduction in the total 
amount of gas used per annum. The amount of this de- 
crease has to be made good each year before any annual 
increase in the sale of gas can be shown. 


I shall be surprised if you do not agree that the present 
rate of progress in the sale of gas for industrial purposes is 
satisfactory. The following are a few of the increases recorded 
and given in percentages of the total gas sold during 1935 com 
pared with the previous year: 


Sheffield . From 56% to 62% 


a. rn ee 29 3Onn oe 3500 
Derby “a oe Toe a ae - 25,5 5 355 
eo oe o i vy 1705 
CO ee ee ee = B55 +» 17 
OES Chto owl cde le. a 28, 11 325s 


You all know that Burnley has suffered severely from trade 
depression, and therefore it is interesting to note that the sale 
of gas for industrial purposes in Burnley has increased from 
40 million cu.ft. per annum to 140 million cu.ft. per annum, or 
from 5% to 15% of the total gas sold, during the past five 
years. This increase is very largely due to the operation of 
the four-part tariffs for gas consumed by industrial users. 

The rate of progress made in the sale of gas appliances, and 
which I think you will agree has a bearing on the sale of gas, 
is certainly satisfactory. In Burnley the numbers of cooking, 
heating, and water heating appliances fixed during the past 5 
years are as follows: 


Cookers . a 10,201 
Fires and radiators ee oe ae oe 
Se ee 4,162 
Ween cw ck OR Oe SO 


All these appliances were up-to-date in design and finish at 
the time they were fixed. With the exc eption of a portion of 
the figures given for wash boilers all the appliances mentioned 
were supplied on cash or on hire purchase terms. We have no 
second-hand appliances in stock. The rumber of consumers in 
Burnley is 32,815, and the average amount spent on gas appli- 
ances per consumer during the year ended March 31, 1935, was 
£1 Os. 10d. We expect that this figure will be increased for 
the year ended March 31 last. I think you will agree that the 
Gas Industry cannot be considered a dying Industry when gas 
appliances can be sold in the quantities given, in face of keen 
competition. 


The Case for the Opposition. 


The case for the opposition was opened by Mr. H. Burner, 
B.Sc. (Blackpool), who said: 

By comparison with results published by the Central Elec- 
tricity Board our increase in the sales of gas is far from satis- 
factory. The increase in the sale of electricity for 1935 was 
1,900 million units, which represents an increase of 12% on 
their 1934 output. This increase, expressed as gas of 500 
B.Th.U. quality, is equal to 12,800 million cu.ft. For 1934 our 
increase was 4,520 million cu.ft., which represents an increase 
of only 1°6% over the previous year, and one w hich, on a heat 
basis, is only equal to a little over a third of the increase 
shown by electricity for the year 1935. 

To maintain pace, even on a thermal basis, with our com- 
petitors, it will be necessary for our Industry to show an annual 
increase of 44% on our sale of gas. 

On whom can we put the blame for this falling behind in the 
matter of sales? I think we can exonerate those connected 
with the design of our modern carbonizing plants, as it is diffi- 
cult to see how—with an up-to- date installation under efficient 
supervision—we can reduce the cost of gas into the holder to 
any very great extent. I would, however, point out that “ high 
thermal yields ’’ have become somewhat too much of a fetish 
in late years, and that the greatest thermal yield does not of 
necessity provide us with the cheapest gas into holder. 

Turning to the distribution side, are we satisfied with our 
‘miles of mains’? Are we rather not self- satisfied, and in- 
clined to assume that a main will supply a district indefinitely, 
no matter how quickly that district may have grown? In many 
ases the first thought we give to this side of our work is on 
receiving complaints concerning poor pressures, by which time 
we have not only upset our consumers, but have probably lost 

certain number of them, all of whom will henceforth be 

anti-gas.”’ 

If we look at the normal gas appliances to-day? what do we 
‘nd? Except for the finish—and one or two refinements such 
s the thermostat—the gas cooker to-day is very much like its 
neestor of vears ago. Is it really necessary to manufacture 
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gas cookers—and for that matter gas fires—in cast iron and 
make their life infinite? Why not turn out a lighter and 
cheaper article constructed from steel stampings? Cheaper 
cookers and fires would help us considerably in our competition 
with electricity and would widen our sales field. 

Coming now .to domestic water heating, why have we until 
comparatively recently bumped our heads against a brick wall 
by pushing the storage type of water heating appliance? For 
one thing this type suffers from considerable radiation losses, 
gives us condensation trouble 2s, is the least economical type of 
heating from a gas point of view, and the one in which we are 
at a definite disadvantage when compared with electricity. 
Why heat water in the morning if that water is not going to be 
used until the evening and why heat, say, 20 gallons if all we 
shall require is half a gallon? I am glad to note that the 
instantaneous type of water heater is now coming into the 
foreground, and surely you must admit that the most logic: al 
way of heating water is to do so when that water is required. 
Here we have an appliance against which our rivals cannot 
compete and of which they are exceedingly jealous. Therefore, 
it is up to us to push the Clie of these heaters to the very best 
of our ability. 

In central heating we have another field which can be most 
usefully explored, as we can undoubtedly compete with any 
fuel with gas at 4d. per therm, and in central heating we have 
a constant and paying load. 

In the time available one cannot go fully into the question of 
domestic and public lighting, but I do feel that in both these 
spheres we have accepted defeat far too readily and have thus 
actually lost a very steady and paying load. 


Aspects of the Lighting Load. 


Mr. T. Catpweti, M.Eng. (Widnes), in supporing the oppo 
sition said: The comparative figures given by Mr. Burnet of the 
relative rates of progress of the electrical and gas industries, as 
measured by increased output of energy, clearly show that the 
present rate of progress of gas sales is definitely unsatisfactory, 
The dissatisfaction may well turn to wrath, when it is re alized 
that there is nothing intrinsically wrong with the possibilities 
of a gratifying expansion for our Industry. 

Prior to electrical competition, the Gas Industry enjoyed : 
monopoly for lighting, cooking, heating, and power, by means 
of a form of energy which, if dearer in some instances than 
other fuels, offered comparative cleanliness and ease of control. 
Load was then comparatively easily obtained and retained. 

To-day the Gas Industry has a comparatively young and very 
keen competitor in the Electrical Industry, ready to challenge 
it in every field of its activity. The administration required 
for an Industry fighting the very keenest competition is totally 
different from that of an Industry having a monopoly. Initia 
tive and earnest endeavour must be substituted for lethargy 
and apathy. 

I think it is the slowness of the Gas Industry as a whole to 
change from the old to the new order that is primarily, if not 
wholly, responsible for the rate of progress being retarded to 
almost a standstill, 

The lighting load has been a large and constant load of the 
Gas Industry for very many years. The load of the individual 
consumer is comparatively small, but the collective load is very 
considerable—a case of take care of the pence, and pounds will 
take care of themselves. Coming events cast their shadows be- 
fore, and particularly did this obtain with electric lighting. It 
was obvious, I think, to the most optimistic of gas engineers 
that unless some revolutionary development occurred with gas 
lighting, the Gas Industry must lose a lot of the load in this 
field to its competitor. 

There is, however, one big redeeming factor in favour of gas 
lighting—i.e., Ec -onomy. The efficiency of a gas burner used as 
a lighting agent only is very low, probably the lowest of any 
gas appliance, but if the resultant heat from combustion is 
being usefully employed for heating the premises it alters the 
complexion of the case altogether. 

This has been amply evidenced in Widnes; for reasons of 
economy, 500 consumers in Widnes have reverted to gas from 
electricity for the lighting of living rooms. 

I feel certain that had efficient lighting maintenance schemes 
been in operation, much of this valuable load would have been 
retained, especially in the homes of the poorer classes, with 
definite advantage to the Industry and consumer. 

In Widnes, almost half the consumers own, or are purchasing, 
their own enamel finished cookers. When it is remembered 
that approximately one-third of the employable population is 
unemployed, this is a gratifying proportion. 

This is very largely due to selling enamel finished cookers 
(with or without thermostatic control) on hire-purchase terms 
at a very low quarterly rate over a period of five years. The 
quarterly charge with thermostatic control is 8s. 5d., approxi- 
mately 8d. per week. The;lowest simple hire charge for an 
electric cooker, much smaller, is 5s. 

For cooking, gas is cheaper, quicker, and has greater flexi- 
bility of control. With care, our competitor should not make 
any appreciative impression on this load. 


The Presipent (Mr. A. K. Collinge, Preston) put the 
motion to the meeting, and it was decided unanimously 
that the present rate of progress in the sale of gas was not 
satisfactory. 
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Imperial Continental Gas Association 


The One Hundred and Eighty-Eighth Ordinary General 
Meeting of the Proprietors of the Imperial Continental Gas 
Association was held in the Great Hall, Winchester House, 
Old Broad Street, London, E.C. 2, on Friday, May 29, 1936, 
Sir Thomas Royden, Bart., C.H. (Chairman), presiding. 


The Secretary (Mr, W. E. Bowers) read the notice convening 
the meeting, and the Auditors’ Certificate to the Accounts. 

The CHAIRMAN : 

My Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The Report and Accounts have been in your hands for some 
days. May I take it that it is your pleasure that they be taken 
as read? Agreed. 

My first duty—and it is a pleasant one—is to extend a wel- 
come to Mr. Theunis on his return to our Board. Most of you 
will remember that in November, 1934, he resigned his post as 
Director of our Association in order to assume the highly 
responsible and onerous réle of Prime Minister of Belgium. In 
the course of last year he retired from office and from active 
political life, and was free to resume his commercial activities. 
We at once invited him to resume his seat on our Board, and 
we are indeed happy that he has accepted our invitation and 
that once more we shall have the benefit of his wide experience 
and wise counsel, 

Before I deal with the Accounts in detail I should like to 
make some remarks of a general character upon the results of 
the activities of our Group during the past year and upon its 
future business prospects. The year has been for us one of 
considerable economic difficulty. The first event of major im- 
portance was the devaluation of the Belgian Franc, in con- 
sequence of which the exchange rate fell from Frs. 103 to 
to-day’s rate of Frs. 147 to the This change took effect as 
from April 1, 1935, which happens to be the first day of the 
financial year covered by the Accounts now in your hands, 

The consequences did not at the moment affect the revenues 
of the Association prejudicially. At our last Ordinary General 
Meeting I explained to you in some detail the policy of your 
Board in covering forward our foreign revenue. As a result of 
the steps we then took, the Accounts before you have profited 
by some £60,000, which would not have accrued if we had left 
the purchase of exchange against the remittance of our Belgian 
dividends until the actual date of payment of those dividends. 
You will, however, realize that this profit is of a non-recurrent 
character. Our remittances from Belgium are now converted 
into sterling at the new rate of exchange, which taken by itself 
means a very considerable loss in revenue. As a set-off to 
this, the beneficial effect of devaluation upon trading activities 
in Belgium has been such that I am hopeful that this exchange 
loss will, in the course of the next year or two, be compensated 
for by the improved results of business there. To quote the 
words of the Minister of Economic Affairs in Belgium: ‘ The 
devaluation of the Belga, far from confusing the national 
economy, has actually aided the restoration and consolidation of 
the normal equilibrium in the industrial and commercial struc- 
ture of the nation.” 

Prosperity depends in considerable measure on the psycho- 
logical factor, and a moderate policy of devaluation seems to 
engender a definitely optimistic atmosphere. For example, an 
enormous stimulus has been given to the building industry in 
Belgium since the last devaluation. The number of building 
permits issued last November and December was 40 to 50% 
more than that granted in the same months of 1934. One 
reason for this increase is that during the period of depression 
many branches of a family arranged to live under the same 
roof, in order to economize household expenses; but, with im- 
proved times, they have decided to re-establish separate house- 
holds. Obviously, this development is very beneficial to our 
Group as suppliers of gas and electricity. To give you an 
illustration of its effect upon the position, the number of con- 
sumers of the Antwerp Gas Company increased during the 
twelve months ended March, 1936, by 6,159, whereas for the 
preceding twelve months the corresponding figure was 2,451. 

This improvement has not had time to affect materially the 
results before you, but whereas for the twelve months ended 
Dec. 31 last the increase in the sales of our Belgian Distributing 
Companies was 9°6%, for electricity and 0°7% for gas, for the 
first quarter of this year there were increases of 15°7% for 
electricity and 3°3% for gas. 


Industrial Gas Sales. 


The primary use of gas is domestic rather than industrial. 
and is not affected to the same degree as electricity by changed 
economic conditions, except in so far as those changed condi- 
tions are reflected in a higher or lower standard of living. We 
are receiving, however, daily evidence that as a result of the 
steps taken within our Group of Companies to cheapen the 
price to the industrial consumer, manufacturers are now taking 
an increased interest in the substitution of gas for other fuels. 
Gas requires no storage accommodation at the utilizer’s works 
and the supply can be easily controlled, advantages which no 
manufacturer can afford to ignore. It is not therefore sur- 
prising to find that in the Antwerp Company, for example, 


consumption for industrial purposes has risen from 7°9' 


total sales in 1933 to 10°2% in 1935. 

Another factor which should help to counteract the effects of 
the lower rate of exchange is the improved prospects of our 
investment in the Cokeries du Brabant. The financial record 
of the Cokeries has not in itself been of direct advantage to our 
Association, and the position was not rendered more favourable 
by recent developments in Belgium, by reason of which the 
Company had no longer a free market in which it could pur- 
chase its requirements of coal of suitable quality and at open 
market prices. The Coal Interests appreciated the difficulties 
of the position, and arrangements have now been completed 
whereby the coke-oven plant is leased to them for five years at 
a fixed rent, plus a half-share of any profits. We anticipate 
that in the present year the Company will enter the dividend- 
paying list. With these prospects before them, the Cokeries 
du Brabant have thought it desirable to recast their Balance- 
Sheet, in order to clear away losses accumulated over past 
years and to bring the capital into line with present-day costs 
of construction. You will remember that the Pont-Bralé Works 
of the Cokeries were built at a time when costs were some 40 
higher than they are to-day. 

In pursuance ‘a this policy, the Association has remitted to 
the Company various loans outstanding and has taken its share 
in the reduction of the capital from Frs. 140,000,000 to Frs. 
70,000,000, and we are hopeful that the steps which have been 
taken will place the Cokeries on a sound and healthy basis. 

I should not like you to go away with the impression that 
the history of the Cokeries du Brabant represents a complete 
disappointment of all our hopes for it. Although it has_not, 
on balance, earned direct profits for us, it has played an 
essential part in the reorganization of our gas interests in 
Belgium, and the results must be considered in conjunction 
with those of Distrigaz (the gas transporting company) and 
our Distributing Companies. Furthermore, it has enabled gas 
to be supplied to those Companies under much more economic 
and modern conditions than would otherwise have been possi 
ble, and acceptable terms to be offered to the Municipalities 
for the renewal of their contracts, 

In France, the profits of the. Companies in which we are 
interested are being adversely affected by the measure of de 
flation which came into force in July last. Public Utility Com- 
panies were especially selected by the Government as a means 
by which, through a cut in the prices of gas and electricity, a 
reduction in the cost of living could most easily be brought 
about. The intention was that these reductions should be 
accompanied by similar reductions in other items of expendi 
ture which make up the domestic budget. This second part of 
the programme, it would appear, has for the most part been 
abandoned, but the cut in tariffs remains. 

Despite lower prices the sales of gas of the Compagnie 
Continentale show a decrease of 1°4% for the first quarter of 
this year. Depression, however, cannot altogether stay the 
progress of electricity, and sales of current in France show an 
increase of 6°6%. It is to be regretted that owing to tariff 
reductions, which it is hoped will ultimately bring their own 
reward in the shape of larger sales, this increase in output has 
not yielded a corresponding increase of profit. In fact, the 
reverse has been the case and an actual decrease has resulted. 

France is making great efforts to avoid the necessity for a 
second devaluation of her currency. Whether she will succeed 
in avoiding it, and whether it is wise for her to do so, it is 
difficult to say. It is generally agreed that in terms of foreign 
exchange the French Franc is to-day over-valued, and it would 
be idle to pretend that there is no danger of a devaluation. 
If this does take place, the immediate exchange loss to us will 
be lessened by reason of the fact that, as the profits of our 
Subsidiaries accrue, we buy the necessary sterling exchange. 
Hence, we are covered if, by the day when those profits are 

paid to us in the form of dividends, there is a fall in the 
poe Bil rate. 

You may have read in the newspapers rather alarming fore- 
casts as to the intentions of the new French Government 
towards private industry. France is largely an agricultural 
country, and those of you who are acquainted with the 
mentality of the French peasant or the small French shop- 
keeper will have realized that they are probably the most 
conservative individuals on the Continent of Europe. They 
have a deep-rooted dislike of change and an ardent respect for 
the right of private property. They may call themselves 
Radical, Socialist, or even Communist, and Belts as such 
they may not have been heretofore in complete control of the 
Central Government, they have frequently had an absolute 
majority on their local Municipal Councils. 

Yet to-day there are many fewer Municipally-owned gas and 
electricity undertakings in France than there are in England. 
The Frenchman is not a wild theorist, and he realizes that 
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capital has to be encouraged rather than discouraged. I there- 
fore think it unlikely that these alarming forecasts will be 
justified in actual practice. 

From the operating point of view you can rest assured that 
the various undertakings of our Group are being maintaine -d in 
satisfactory condition. The Management is progressive and 
active, the various plants are up-to-date and in first-class order, 
and, if we look beyond the economic and political difficulties 
which confront us at the moment, we see that we are making 
real progress. 


The Accounts. 


If you will now turn to the Accounts in your hands I will 
explain briefly the character of the ge changes which have 
taken place as compared with last yea 

The first item, Fixed Assets, shows a reduction of £100,000 
owing to the sale of our gas undertaking in Ixelles, an im- 
portant Commune of Brussels, to Electrogaz, one of our Sub- 
sidiary Companies. In payment we took shares to an equivaleni 
amount in the latter, and in consequence the next item, 
Investments in Allied Companies, has undergone an equivalent 
increase. There have been other changes in our investments, 
among which the most important is a substantial increase in 
our holding in the Compagnie Industrielle d’Eclairage. There 
is a small reduction in our holding in the Compagnie 
Continentale du Gaz, owing to the sale of a small parcel of 
shares at what we deemed to be a remunerative price. In 
addition to these transactions, the book value of our invest- 
ment in the Cokeries du Brabant has been written down by an 
appropriation from Reserves, as I have already explained. 

The item of Advances shows an increase of £266,000. Apart 
from the ordinary advances to our Operating Companies, less 
any sums on loan to them which have been repaid, the in- 
crease is largely accounted for by a substantial advance to 
The Utility Loan Company for deposit with its Belgian Bankers. 
The reason for this is that that Company can place money on 
deposit at rates which are more favourable than those obtain- 
able here. There is no exchange risk, for as the forward 
Belgian France has since devaluation generally been standing at 
a premium to the £, we get an improved remittance rate by 
covering forward against these deposits. 

In times of political and economic unrest, such as_ these 
through which we are now passing, your Board have deemed it 
wise to keep the position liquid, but this policy involves a re- 
duction in revenue and we are glad to be able, by using some 
of our surplus funds in this way, to earn a somewhat better 
return than the 1°, or under, which is obtainable on fixed 
deposits here. 

Taking Current Assets, you will see that under Stocks there 
is only the one small item of £548. This represents coal, coke, 
and other material at our last remaining directly-owned gas 
undertaking, that of the small Town of Graslitz in Czecho- 
Slovakia. 

Sundry Debtors shows a reduction of £116,000, mainly owing 
to the payment by the Town of Prague of the final outstanding 
instalments of the purchase price of our Lieben undertaking. 

British Securities and other Home Investments at £959,000 
show a reduction of £610,000. This is chiefly due to the sale, 
just prior to redemption, of our investment in 2° Treasury 
Bonds, which we were holding on March 31, 1935. There have 
been sundry other small sales and re-investments, the net effect 
being a reduction on balance of £610,000. 

The valuation of Home Investments on March 81 showed 
surplus of £147,000 over and above its book value of £959,000. 

Cash and Short Loans have increased from £444,000 to 
£961,000, a difference of £517,000. If we add to this the sum 
of £225,000, which has been placed by The Utility Loan Com- 
pany on deposit with Belgian Bankers, our cash resources 
amount to £1,186,000; so that in total liquid assets have an 
actual value of £2,292,000. 

e are always on the watch for suitable opportunities of 
employing this cash, and during the interval of waiting com- 
paratively little income ‘is received from it. In these days of 
superabundance of money one cannot have 100% security, which 
this cash represents, and a high return from it. 

On the Liabilities side of the Balance Sheet you will see that 
there has been a slight reduction under the head of our Deben- 
ture Stock, owing to purchases in the market for cancellation. 

Amounts owing to Subsidiary and Allied Companies have in- 
creased from £11,000 to £212,000. Most of this represents cash 
which has been lent to us by our Associated Companies in 
anticipation of dividends due from them, dividends which have 
since been paid, and which will be brought into the next year’s 
Accounts. 

Sundry Creditors and Provisions at £453,000 are £40,000 less 
than last year, as the result of a reduction in the amount owing 
to creditors. The chief item now remaining under this head + 
our Pension Reserve, which accounts for £350,000 of it, while 
the greater portion of the rest is in the form of Reserves in 
respect of Income Tax. 

After making provision for the finalydividend recommended 
to you, the total of Liabilities and Provisions will amount to 
£921,000, as against £807,000 last year. 

Under the heading of General and Specific Reserves there is 
a reduction of £84,000. Practically the whole of this reduction 
is accounted for by the utilization of a Reserve of £79,000. which 
Was_originally provided for the loss sustained bv the Cokeries 
du Brabant in 1932, and which has now been utilized in writing 
down the book value of our investment in that Company. 

furning to the Profit and Loss Account, you will see that our 

ial income for the year was £607,000, as compared with 
conan for the previous year, or a reduction of £81,000. This 


781 


income of £607,000 was derived as to 34% from France, 58% 
from Belgium, and 8% from England. 


Geographical Distribution of Assets. 


I have been asked by a Stockholder to give an analysis of 
the geographical distribution of our assets. Many of our in 
vestments are unquoted, and I cannot give any exact estimate, 
but on the basis of our book values, 29% of our total invest- 
ments and other assets are in France, 54% in Belgium, and 
17% in England. You will observe that, while England ac- 
counts for 17% of our assets, it yields only 8% of our total 
income: the difference is the price which has ‘to be paid for 
additional safety. 

The reduction in our income is accounted for by the fact that, 
as a result of the deflationary measures of the French Govern- 
ment, the Compagnie Continentale has deemed it expedie nt to 
reduce its dividend, and, in addition, owing to certain changes 
in the method of collection of taxes, a year and a half’s tax— 
and taxation in France is not light—has been deducted from 
one year’s income, Chiefly for these reasons, our net receipts 
from France are lower by £48,000, but £19,000 of this is due to 
the taxation item and will not recur; next year’s Accounts 
should be proportionately better. 

Furthermore, the preceding year’s income benefited from ex 
change profits to the extent of £33,000, which accrued upon 
certain loan repayments. This has no counterpart in the Ac- 
counts in your hands to-day. 

These two items alone account for the drop of £81,000 in this 

year’s revenue. 

As regards Belgium, our income from all sources, despite an 
increase of 10° in our Franc profits, underwent a shrinkage in 
terms of sterling. Thanks to the precautions which we had 
taken, this reduction was wiped out on actual remittance, so 
that on balance the Accounts before you, as we hoped would 
be the case, have not been unfavourably affected by the 
Belgian devaluation. 

You will observe that the item Net Revenue from Stations 
no longer appears in the Accounts before you. This is due, on 
the one hand, to the transfer of the Ixelles Station to Electro 
gaz, and on the other to the fact that the one small Station of 
Graslitz, which we still directly own, is non-revenue producing. 

Taxation and other expenses have increased by £5,000, so 
that our Net Profit of £437,000 shows a drop of £86,000, equiva- 
lent to approximately 2° net on our capital. 


Trading Profits. 


This profit of £437,000 is the lowest since 1928; but, if we 
convert our Group Profits, including the sums put by our 
Subsidiary Companies to Reserves for obsolescence, &c., into 
sterling at the average rate of exchange of the re spective years, 
we should arrive at a gross total of £1,043,000, as compared 
with £1,125,000 for the preceding year, which is the highest in 
the history “of the Association. Too much importance, however, 
should not be placed upon the sterling comparison, as much of 
the total profit is not remitted here; it being advisable, and 
indeed necessary, to plough back into the Subsidiary Com- 
panies a substantial proportion of the trading profits, so that 
the capital of our various undertakings will be intact when 
their present contracts expire. It is always difficult to assess 
exactly what is a proper amortization quota. Much depends 
upon the terms on which contracts at the end of their currency 
can be renewed, or, failing renewal, upon the method of ap- 
plication of the terms under which the Municipalities are en 
titled to take over the undertaking. Times are so uncertain 
that our Subsidiaries decided not to reduce their usual alloca- 
tions to reserve, in an effort to pay larger dividends; they have 
in fact slightly increased their reserves. 

If you adopt the proposal to pay a dividend of 10%, less tax, 
for the year, the Carry-forward will be £496,000, which is 
equivalent on our capital of £5,600,000 to 113%, less Income 
Tax. 

We could, if we had thought prudent, have dipped into the 
Carry-forward and have paid you the same dividend as last 
year, and if we had any assurance that the Accounts for this 
current year were likely to permit a dividend of 12%, we might 
have adopted this course. 

The strength of this Company lies in the dividends which it 
has not paid, and we are convinced that, instead of straining 
our resources unduly, it is better to act conservatively. For 
this reason, and in view of the uncertainties of the immediate 
future, we decided to limit ourselves to the recommendation of 
a dividend of 10%, less Income Tax. ’ 

hose of you who have read our Report will have seen that 
the Bill which we promoted in Parliament to extend the powers 
of this Association to enable it to take an interest, either by 
way of direct exploitation or indirectly by investment, in 
public utility undertakings in this country, received the Royal 
Assent on March 30. It is our sincere hope that the powers 
which that Bill confers upon us will not long remain unutilized, 
but suitable opportunities cannot be forced, and it is necessary 
to await our chances. I cannot tell you how long the period 
of waiting may be, but we have the extension of our activities 
always under serious consideration. I trust that the ultimate 
result may be that, instead of our sphere of operations being 
confined to two countries, we shall be able to utilize the ex- 
perience which we have gained on the Continent to advantage, 
not merely in this country, but elsewhere, and that in the 
ultimate result you will have a better- spread enterprise and 
more remunerative employment of your idle cash than is the 
case to-day. 

Before I conclude my address, I wish to express, on behalf 
of my colleagues on the Board and on my own behalf person- 
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ally, our sincere appreciation of the devoted and efficient work, 
throughout the year under review, both of the Staff of our 
Association and also of the Staffs of those Companies abroad 
with which we are connected. 

In our Managing Director, Mr. James, we are fortunate in 
having a man who, possessed of an inexhaustible fund of energy, 
brings to his highly responsible office unfailing tact, profound 
knowledge of what is a very complicated subject and a remark- 
able ability to handle with complete success the many human 
problems that constantly confront him. Speaking in my 
capacity as Chairman, I find in him a loyal, sympathetic, and 
most helpful colleague. 

The many complications which resulted from the intervention 
of the French Government in regard to gas and electricity 
tariffs have thrown upon Mr. de Richemont, the Managing 
Director of the Compagnie Continentale du Gaz, a tremendous 
burden of work. That Company has separate contracts with 
no less than 113 Municipal bodies; a large number of these 
have had to be revised, and he is still hard at work negotiating 
the necessary changes. We are fortunate in having a man of 
such great ability and such untiring devotion to the interests 
in his charge to deal with this extremely difficult situation. 

You can — 4 also. the magnitude of the task which has 
fallen to Mr. De Vigne, Mr. Dadson, Mr. Raick, and Mr. Rolin 
corms myns, the Managers of our chief Belgian interests, in 

e-adapting policy after devaluation had taken place. 

“We are very fortunate in having so competent an executive. 
I am glad to say that most of them are still in the forties, and 
I hope we may look forward to a long continuance of their 
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service with us. In so far as it depends upon their efforts, you 
need have no misgivings in regard to the progress and de- 
velopment of your .undertakings. 

I welcome this opportunity of thanking all for their un- 
grudging and admirable help and co-operation. 

I now move that the Report of the Directors and the Audited 
Statement of Accounts for the twelve months ended Marc} 31, 
1936, already printed and circulated amongst the Proprieiors, 
be adopted, and that a Final Ordinary Dividend on the 
£5,600,000 Capital Stock be paid on May 30, 1936, for the vear 
ended March 31, 1936, to Proprietors registered in the Book« at 
the close of business on May 18, 1936, at the rate of 
(actual), less Income Tax at 4s. 9d. in the £, making, with the 
Interim Dividend of 4% (actual), less Income Tax, paid on 
Nov. 15, 1935, a Dividend at the rate of 10%, less tax, for the 
year. 

The above resolution was carried unanimously. 

A resolution proposing the re-election of Sir Thomas Royden, 
Bart., C.H., to the Board was moved by Sir Henry Brrcnu- 
ENOUGH, Bart., G.C.M.G., seconded by Mr. H. G. Paumer, and 
carried unanimously. 

he Meeting also re-elected as Directors of the Association 


The Right Honourable Sir Guy D. A. Fleetwood Wilson, 
G.C.L.E., K.C.B., K.C.M.G., and Mr. M. H. Tetley, and con- 


firmed the election to the Board of Sir 
G.C.M.G. 

On the motion of Mr. A. C. Wuirmer, seconded by Mr. Jonny 
Lioyp, Proprietors, Messrs. George A. Touche & Co. were re- 
elected Auditors for the ensuing year at a fee of 250 guineas. 


Georges Theunis, 


Associated Gas and Water Undertakings 


Favourable Progress of Co-ordination 


The Third Ordinary General Meeting of the Associated Gas 
and Water Undertakings, Ltd., was held on May 28 at Southern 
House, Cannon Street, London, E.C. 

Mr. W. Lees Strenninc, M.B.E., J.P. (C hairman of the Com 
pany), who presided, in the course of his speech, said: The 
year now under review was one of considerable expansion. 
Twelve months ago the authorized capital was £200,000, of 
which £180,000 had been called up. By March 31 last the 
authorized share capital had been increased to a million pounds, 
of which £563,685 had been issued. Most of the additional 
capital was expended in acquiring a controlling interest in what 
is our largest subsidiary, the East Surrey Gas Company, and 
also the Steyning and Alresford Gas Undertakings. The 
premiums received on shares issued during the year amounted 
(omitting shillings and pence) to £39,559, out of which we paid 
the expenses incurred in the increase of share capital £4,209— 
following the practice of the previous ena-anedl wrote off the 
whole of the premium (£6,516) paid by us on the acquisition of 
Preference capital in subsidiary companies, which ultimately is 
redeemable at par, although the dates for redemption are far 
distant. As you are aware the preliminary and formation ex- 
penses were entirely written off during the previous year. As a 
result we go forward to the current year with a balance on share 
premium account of no less than £29,615, which I think you 
will agree is an ample reserve—covering any possible deprecia- 
tion in our holdings. 


Investments in Subsidiaries. 


Turning to the other side of the balance-sheet it will be seen 
that the investments in our subsidiaries total £705,131, com- 
pared with £166,629 twelve months ago, and the holdings in 
other companies £12,034, as against £3,465. 

And here I may remark that whenever we have seen a favour- 
able opportunity for profitable investment in progressive gas 
and water undertakings in the area in which we are operating 
we have taken it. Since the close of the financial year our 
investment outside our own subsidiaries has grown to nearer 
£50,000, and this, in the opinion of your Board, is of consider 
able importance, as it spreads the Company’s source of revenue 
over an increased number of undertakings. 

The three additional companies which, as stated in the report, 
have come under our control, only did so during the latter part 
of our financial year, and there fore the reve nue account shows a 
return from investments far below that receivable in the future. 
Even so, the balance after providing for fixed charges is suffi 
cient to enable your Board to recomme snd a final dividend upon 
the Ordinary capital, making 5% for the year, and carrying 
forward the satisfactory sum of £1,590. 

There are only two other matters in the accounts to which 
would draw your attention. 


Indebtedness to Bankers. 


The first is a reference to the indebtedness to our bankers. 
When many hard things are being said about bankers and the 
banking system of this country, it would be wanting on my 


part if I failed to acknowledge the ready assistance which has 
been afforded to us by Lloyds Bank Ltd., throughout the 
existence of this Company. At the end of the financial year we 
were indebted to them to the extent of over £130,000. In our 
own interest it was necessary to fund this sum while money was 
cheap, and early in April we issued £150,000 Three-and-a-Half 
per Cent. Debenture stock redeemable in 1951-61, and such is 
the confidence placed in your Company by investors, that this 
stock is changing hands to-day at 101° 

The second matter is a reference in the statement at the foot 
of the balance-sheet to a loss on our smallest subsidiary, that 
of the Kirton-in-Lindsey Gas Light and Coke Company, Ltd. 
This statement is necessitated by the Companies Act of 1929. 
The loss, however, was quite small and was incurred during the 
reorganization of the works and distribution system of the Com- 
pany so as to ensure to the consumers in that district an 
adequate supply of gas of constant quality. It may well be 
that an additional loss may be made during the current year, 
but your Board is satisfied that it will prove in the future to be 
a satisfactory source of revenue. This is a typical case of the 
assistance which can be rendered to a small at ri by a 
‘holding company ”’ such as ours. 


Progress of Undertakings. 


You will, I know, expect me to say something about the pro 
gress of the nine undertakings which are now under our control. 
Although the work of co-ordination and the adoption of methods 
both technical and administrative which we consider essential 
to the successful development of these companies cannot be 
achieved immediately, very favourable progress has already 
been made, and the results so far obtained have exceeded our 
most sanguine expectations. Economies in manufacture and 
distribution have been effected, resulting in some cases in re 
duced charges for gas and other services, whilst increased 
facilities have been afforded to the public to use gas for the 
many purposes for which it is so admirably adapted. New 
showrooms have been erected in Horsham, Edenbridge and 
Alresford, at Dorking and Lingfield in the East Surrey Gas 
Company’s area, and those existing in Midhurst and Haslemere 
have been extended. 

We are continuing our practice of passing on to our sub 
sidiaries the whole of the saving realized by bulk purchasing, 
and our charges to those undertakings for the services of this 
Company’s technical experts, canvassers, demonstrators and so 
on, remain at a figure which we believe to be the lowest made 
by any of the holding companies operating in the Gas Industry. 

In conclusion I wish to pay tribute to the officers of all our 
companies and their staffs for their efforts during the year. So 
long as we are served with such loyalty and enthusiasm, so long 
are we assured of the success of our subsidiaries—upon which 
we so much depend. 

The report and accounts were unanimously adopted; the re- 
tiring Director, Mr. A. E. Thitcher, was re-elected; the 
Auditors, Messrs, Peat, Marwick, Mitchell. & Co., were re- 
appointed; and the proceedings terminated with a vote of thanks 
to the Chairman and Directors. 
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South African Lighting Association, Limited 


The Forty-Seventh Ordinary General Meeting of the Share. 

holders of the South African Lighting Association, Ltd., was 

held in the Association’s London Offices, 48, Copthall 

Avenue, London, E.C. 2, on Wednesday, June 3, 1936— 

Mr. William Cash, J.P., F.C.A. (Chairman of Directors), 
presiding. 


semi-qualification ‘‘ Subject to the Adequacy of the Renewal 
Fund.”’ By that the Auditor had meant that it was not for 
him to say whether the Fund was sufficient or insufficient. The 
necessity for renewals did arise from time to time, of course. 
Retort renewals were being undertaken at both stations, and 


The Secretary (Mr. William Cash, Jnr,, M.A., F.C.A.), read 
the notice convening the meeting, together with ‘the minutes of 
the previous ordinary general meeting, held on June 5, 1935, 
which were confirmed and signed. He also read the Auditor’s 
report on the Accounts and Balance-Sheet. 





THE CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS. 


The CHAIRMAN, moving the adoption of the Directors’ Report 
and Statement of Accounts for the year ended Dec. 31, 1935, 
said he did so with considerable pleasure because—and he 
thought the shareholders would agree—they were satisfactory 
and showed progress. 

He drew attention, in the first place, to the third paragraph 
of .* Report, in which reference was made to the death of 
Mr. Jesse F. Scott, A.M.Inst.C.E., who was a Director and the 
Engineering Adviser to the Association. He had retired from 
the Board, at his own wish, on Dec. 31, 1935, having been a 
Director for eight years and Engineering Adviser for sixteen 
years. Those who had been closely associated with him, con- 
tinued the Chairman, had the greatest regard for him, and 
would like to record, as the Directors had done in the Report, 
their appreciation of the services he had rendered. He had 
taken a real interest in the Association and had watched it very 
closely; he had written to South Africa each week, watching 
the Association’ s indents and the carrying on of the business 
on the engineering side, and the Directors had felt very sorry 
when he had retired. Unfortunately, in March he had passed 
away, and his passing was regretted by all who knew him. 

On the other hand, the Association had been fortunate enough 
to secure the services of Mr. John Terrace, M.Inst.C.E., who 
had filled the vacancy caused by Mr. Scott’s resignation and 
whose experience in the Gas Industry would be of great assist- 
ance to the Association. Indeed, that was already the case, 
because Mr. Terrace had thrown himself into the work with 
great energy and enthusiasm; he had got into touch with Mr. 
Scott, had taken over his papers, and had obtained already 
quite an insight into the working of the undertaking at Port 
Elizabeth. It was not necessary to remind those who knew the 
history of the Gas Industry that Mr. Terrace was a gentleman 
of very wide experience and had built up a great reputation 
when in active practice: the Association could congratulate 
itself upon having secured his help. 


The Accounts. 


Coming to the figures in the Report and Accounts, the Chair- 
man said that in 1922 the Association’s profit, carried to the 
Net Revenue Account, was £4,075; in 1933 it was £4,607; in 1934 
it was £5,960 (representing an increase of £1,353 over 1933), and 
in 1935 it was £6,694 (representing an increase of £734 over 
1934). In both the years 1934 and 1935 the Association had 
placed a special £500 into the Renewal Fund; further, the carry- 
forward was increased by £300 in each of those years. In 1933 
the dividend paid (though it was not quite earned) was 3%; 
in 1934 it was 3%; and for 1935 the Directors recommended 
t°,—again an indication of steady progress. Another satisfac- 
tory feature was that the profit had been increased at both the 
Port Elizabeth and the Grahamstown stations. 

As stated in the Report, sales of gas had increased by 6% 
at Port Elizabeth and by 24% at Grahamstown; the latter figure 
was calculated on a relatively small output, and it was due 
partly to the big asylum at Grahamstown, which used quite a 
sate quantity of gas. At Port Elizabeth there was a gradual 
increase of the number of consumers, and—a further satisfactory 
feature—the average consumption per consumer had inc rease od 
in both towns, due to the efforts of Mr. Goldsmith (the Engineer 
and Manager in South Africa) and other officials, and to their 
sales of appliances through the showrooms. 

For the first time in the history of the Association, a Revenue 
Account, covering both stations, was given for 1935, it. having 
heen felt that the Net Revenue Account alone did not give very 
much information. The new Account showed receipts from 
sales of gas, rentals, residual products, &c., and, on the other 
side, manufacturing, distribution, and other expenses, as well as 
management expenses set out separately for South Africa and 
London. In future years there would be a similar account, so 
that the shareholders would have comparative figures, which 
he hoped would interest them. 

It would be noted that the Renewal Fund had been increased 
Ly £485 between 1934 and 1935; it had borne one comparatively 
S “+ charge in respect of a boiler, and the balance in the Fund 

Dec. 31, 1935. was £4,046 13s. 4d. The Fund had been built 

» by way of a fixed rate calculated on the tonnage of coal put 
t hand the retorts, and in each of the last two vears an addi- 
tional £500 had been put into the Fund. The Chairman men- 
tioned that because the Auditor had included in his report the 


probably some portion of the cost would fall in 1936; the amount 
already in the Fund would amply cover the estimated costs of 
those renewals, and, of course, there would be further additions 
to the Fund in respect of 1936. 

The Association had disposed of a number of stoves, mostly 
by hire-purchase, at both Port Elizabeth and Grahamstown. 
In 1935 the Association had done better than in 1934 in respect 
of residuals—although in 1934 there was an improvement—there 
was a small decrease in cost of coal (calculated at cost per ton), 
and the initial expenses in connection with the showrooms had 
not to be met again in 1935, of course. so that the cost in that 
respect had somewhat diminished. 

A matter of interest each year was that of leakage. At 
Grahamstown there had been a satisfactory reduction of leak- 
age, the figure being now quite a reasonable one. At Port 
Elizabeth they were going along very nicely at the beginning 
of the year, but later a main had fractured, and a good deal 
of time was spent in tracing it; by the time it was traced, the 
leakage had been going on for 8 or 10 weeks, and the effect 
had been to increase the total leakage at Port Elizabeth to a 
figure which was undoubtedly higher than the Directors liked 
to see. 

A new Act of Parliament had been passed in South Africa 
dealing with compensation to workpeople, which, of course, 
the Association had to cover by insurance, so that the insur- 
ance costs for the two works were increased by about £130 in 
1935. In that year also the expenses incurred by Mr. Haley 
in travelling to Grahamstown had to be borne. So that there 
had been some exceptional expenses to meet, and yet the 
Association was able to show a substantially increased profit. 


Mains Extensions. 


Some extensions of mains were being carried out; the Associa- 
tion was also considering a further extension on the western 
side of Port Elizabeth, where there was a good deal of de- 
velopment, and there would be a small extension at Walmer 
Road. At Grahamstown there would be extensions in Park 
Road. The Association was always anxious to test, by canvass 
or other means, the consumption that was likely to arise before 
the mains were laid, for the undertaking was not a big one; 
but it was now on stronger ground than formerly and was pre- 
pared to take a little more risk than possibly it had done in 
the past. 

The prospects for 1936 were reasonably bright. The demand 
for industrial gas was increasing; the Association was trying to 
secure some of that load, and had been successful in one or two 
cases. Only that day they had been dealing with a proposition 
for the supply of gas to a large bakery, and by offering special 
terms it was hoped to secure the load. Such matters were con 
tinually receiving attention. 

Port Elizabeth, as a town, was undoubtedly going ahead, and 
money was being spent continually on improvements. So that, 
although the Association had experienced some rather poor 
times, he hoped it was entering upon rather brighter times. 

The figures in the Balance- Sheet called for little comment. 
The amount carried forward to the year 1986 was £7,228. as 
shown by the Report, so that it was clear that the Assoc iation 
was not dividing everything up to the hilt; indeed, it was 
adding more to the carry-forward. Shareholders would he 
pleased to note that the Association’s outside investments, 
which stood at a value of £9,259 in the books, were, in fact, 
worth £11,900—1.e., £2,600 more than their cost. 

The Cuatrman then fcrmally moved the resolution for the 
adoption of the Directors’ Report and Accounts, which was 
seconded by Mr. Henry Woonat., J.P., M.Inst.C.E.. and ear 
ried unanimously. 


Dividend. 


The CHAIRMAN thereafter moved that a dividend of 4% for the 
year 1985, subject to income tax at 3s. 64d. in the £, be paid. 
(He recalled that for the previous year the rate of tax was 
3s. 33d. in the £. Thus, there was an increase of 3d., but that 
was the adjusted figure, after allowing for the recovery of 
Dominion tax.) 

The resolution was seconded by Mr. T. N. G. 
carried unanimously. 


Re-Election of Director and Auditor. 


The CHAIRMAN, moving the re-election of the retiring Director, 
Mr. T. N. G. Jennings, said that certainly it was the wish of his 


JENNINGS, and 
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co-Directors, and no doubt it would be also the wish of the 
shareholders, that he be re-elected. Mr. Jennings’ services were 
of real value to the Association, he was most assiduous in his 
attendance at meetings (he never missed a meeting), and his 
knowledge of South Africa was great, for he had lived in Port 
Elizabeth for a great many years and knew the country con 
nected with it. 

The’ resolution was seconded by Mr. 
M.Inst.C.E., and carried unanimously, Mr. 
responding. 

The CHatRMAN drew attention to the fact that, as shown by 
the Revenue Account, the Directors’ fees still remained at £500, 
as had been the case during the last few years; the Directors 
were not drawing the full fees that were voted good many 
years ago, 

On the motion of Mr. B. Extis, seconded by Mr. F. R. Smiru, 
the meeting re-appointed Mr. Percival D. Griffiths, F.C.A., 
Auditor to the Association for the ensuing year, at the same 
remuneration as previously—namely, 40 guineas. 


Vote of Thanks. 


The CHarrRMAN then proposed a hearty vote of thanks to the 
officers, staff, and workpeople. As had been stated a year ago, 
he said, the Association’s Engineer and Manager in South Africa 
(Mr. Goldsmith) was doing very good work, and it was pleasing 
to hear good reports of him from outside sources; the people 
there seemed to like him, and he appeared to have got into 
touch with the right people. He was doing good work both in 
the showrooms and in the works, and he visited the Grahams 
town station regularly. At Grahamstown Mr. Haley had taken 
charge, under Mr. Goldsmith, and was doing good work there. 
A new sewerage scheme was being undertaken by the authorities 
there, and the work gave the Association an opportunity to 
overhaul its services where they came into contact with the 
sewerage work. Both the chief office ‘rs reported well of their 
staff and workpeople. In London also the work was carried on 
to the satisfaction of the Directors. The resolution, therefore, 


Joun TERRACE, 
JENNINGS briefly 
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was not a mere formality, but a real expression of thanks tc ‘he 
officers, staff, and workpeople. 

Mr. F. R. Smiru, seconding, said that inasmuch as the (aff 
were working so many miles away from London, and the work 
was being done satisfactorily, the least that the meeting ««uld 
do was to accord them a very hearty vote of thanks; as the 
Balance-Sheet indicated a very much better position) than |;ad 
been the case in the past, the shareholders ought to be «cry 
well satisfied. , 

The Secretary (Mr. William Cash, Jnr.), responding, as:\: ed 
the meeting that Mr. Goldsmith, Mr. Haley, and their s! iffs 
appreciated very much the message of thanks which it was his 
pleasure to convey to them from London; naturally, being situ 
ated some thousands of miles away from the Board of Direciors, 
they were heartened by messages of appreciation from ‘he 
Directors and shareholders. 

Mr. Extis, on behalf of the shareholders, proposed a hearty 
vote of thanks to the Chairman and his co-Directors. He 
thanked the Chairman also for his very interesting and encour 
aging report, and congratulated the Board and the Association 
on the progress that was made. In a word of appreciation of 
the work of the staff in South Africa, he said they were not in 
close personal touch with the Directors or with their brethren 
in the Gas Industry, and could not go off to Westminster and 
secure the advice of a consulting engineer within a few minutes: 
therefore, the shareholders appreciated their work all the more 
highly. 

The vote of thanks was seconded by Mr. F. R. Smirn, and 
carried unanimously. 

The CHAIRMAN, in a brief response, said that he and his col- 
leagues appreciated such an expression of thanks, and hoped 
that they would be able to report still further progress in 1936. 
He personally would like to see the dividend of the Association 
at the figure reached in previous years; there had been very 
little competition in those earlier years, but conditions had he 
come very different since. 

The meeting then terminated. 


Malta and Mediterranean Gas Company, Ltd. 


Annual General Meeting 


The Annual General Meeting of the Malta and Mediterranean 
Gas Company, Ltd., was held on Tuesday, June 2, 1936, at the 
London Offices of the Company, 5, Great Winchester Street, 
E.C. 2—Mr. A. M. Pappon, M.Inst.C.E. (Chairman of Direc 
tors), presiding. 

The Secrersky (Mr. G. Murray Burton) read the notice con- 
vening the meeting, together with the Auditors’ report, and 
the Company’s seal was affixed to the register of stockholders 
and duly signed. The Directors’ Report and Statement of 
Accounts for the year ended March 31, 1936, were taken as 
read. 


THE CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS. 


The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of the Report and 
Accounts, said that it would be observed that the most out- 
standing feature of the past year’s results was the marked 
contrast they presented with those they had been able to put 
before them on previous occasions. The matters affecting these 
accounts were almost entirely beyond their control. As they 
all knew, this Company was dependent upon the militant ser- 
vices in an abnormal degree, and it was common knowledge 
that the state of affairs in the Mediterranean had been dis- 
turbed ever since last summer; they had had to deal with diffi- 
culties and problems so created. They were not yet at an end, 
but there was hope of a settlement in that disturbed area in 
the near future—and if this came about their Company might 
derive some benefit from it. 

It might have been noticed that an official had been ap- 
pointed by the Government to deal with general commercial 
development in Malta, and this was a good augury—for he 
would not have been sent out there unless there were definite 
expectations in regard to the reconstitution of affairs there 
generally. 

Then, a great many of the residents were induced to go home 
by the offer of a free passage, and many of the military and 
naval dependants availed themselves of this. They wanted im- 
mediately afterwards to return to Malta, but free passages were 
not this time available. But there had recently been a steady 
return to the island, and while at one time the falling off in 
business was disturbing, more recent reports showed that the 
situation was re-adjusting itself. 

They would have read, continued the Chairman, a great deal 
of theory in regard to the future of Malta; but while re-disposi 
tion and re-arrangement must, of course, be inevitable, no 
reasonable person could conceive that the Government, in com- 
mon duty to their Colonies and Empire at large, could allow 
Malta to pass into any other hands. It seemed to him quite 
unthinkable. If it remained in British hands it must respond 
to the requirements made upon it. While the military and 
naval dispositions might be subiect to very great change, they 
must acquire someth.ng of their former importance, and one 
would imagine that the Air Force must be taken into the orbit 


in any decisions the Government might make in the future. In 
any case, they need not be very apprehensive. 


The Accounts. 


The accounts, went on the Chairman, were entirely subordin- 
ated to what he had just said, and there was really nothing to 
which he need especially draw their attention. There was very 
little divergence from the economies of previous years. 

The epitome of the matter was that they had sold just under 
12% less gas than during the year before, and ment of this 
falling off took place in the second half of the yea But re- 
ports now to hand indicated a none to a better pat of things 
in the first half of the current year. Their profits had fallen by 
£3,690. Receipts were less by eh, 534, but they were able to 
effect economies amounting to £850. The bamenmiil on their in 
vestments afforded them £3,886, and the most punctilious fin- 
ance could not object to that sum being included in the amount 
available for dividend, because all this amount had been put 
by out of previous profits, which might have been distributed 
had the proprietors and Directors agreed to do so. When they 
brought that interest on investments into account it left only 
the comparatively small sum of £523 to be provided from the 

-arry-forward, thus reducing that carry-forward from £25,129 
to the not calamitous figure of £24,050. 

A little lower down the accounts it would be observed that 
their investments had a valuation, at the time of striking these 
accounts, of over £170,000; so that there was nothing very dis 
quieting in the statement before them that day. 


The Future. 


Their interest naturally centred on the future. He could not 
say anything other than that they were secure in regard to 
their purchase of coal for practically two years ahead, Theii 
contracts were subject to certain factors which they hoped 
would not come into existence; they had done all they could 
to secure the position of the Company in that respect. Wha! 
awaited them in the future was beyond their control and eve 
beyond any accurate estimation. 

From the present balance-sheet and what they would hav 
read in the newspapers, however, the Chairman did not think 
they need be very depressed in regard to the future. If he 
should venture an opinion it was that the most precarious period 

had passed, and he thought that in twelve months’ time the: 
might witness a return to their previous state of prosperity. 

The CHarrMaNn then formally moved the resolution for th: 
adoption of the Report and Accounts, which was seconded by 
Mr. A. W. Oxr, B.A., LL.M. 

In reply to a question by one of the stockholders, the CHarr 
MAN stated that the Company’s make of gas amounted to ap 
proximately 68 million cu.ft. 
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The resolution was then put to the meeting and carried 
unanimously, 


Dividends. 
The CHAIRMAN thereafter moved : 


‘That final dividends at the full rates on the first and 
second preference stock, and a dividend of 5°% (free of in 
come-tax) on the ordinary stock be paid, making for the 
year (with the interim dividends paid in December last) a 
total distribution of 7°, on the first preference stock; 14% 
on the second preference stock; and 10% (free of income- 
tax) on the ordinary stovk.”’ 


This was seconded by Mr. KE. L. Burton, F.S.A.A., and 


unanimously agreed to. 


Re-Election of Director and Auditors. 


The retiring Director (Mr. A. M. Paddon) was re-elected and 
the Auditors (Mr. William Cash, F.C.A., and Mr, Hyde Clarke 
Burton, F.C.A.) were duly re-appointed. 

The proceedings then closed with a_ vote of thanks to the 
Chairman and Directors and to the staffs at London and Malta. 





Gas Undertakings’ Results 
Bury. 


The report of the Bury Gas Department shows the total 
income during the past year to be £109,984 and the expenditure 
£98,666, giving a gross profit of £11,318, as compared with 
£14,189 the previous year. After deducting interest on loans 
and sinking fund charges of £9,941 there is left for disposal a 
net profit of £1,377, which it is proposed to transfer to the 
reserve fund. The total capital expenditure on the Under- 
taking is £492,905, and of this sum the amount still outstanding 
is £70,049, 


Chorley. 


The financial statement in connection with the Chorley 
(Lancs.) Gas Undertaking for the year ended March 31 shows 
a gross profit of £12,357 and, after meeting standing charges for 
interest, sinking fund, &c., there remains a net profit of £3,762, 
as against £2,624 last year. The increased consumption of gas 
amounts to 4,391,000 cu.ft. It has been decided to appropriate 
the net profit of £3,762 as follows: Contribution to depreciation 
fund, £1,948; contribution to motor vehicles renewal fund, £350; 
balance of expenditure for construction and equipment of meter 
test room, machine shop, and stores, £763; revenue contri- 
bution to capital outlay on service, 1935-6, £295; reserve for 
cost of installation of prepayment meter collection system 
(1936-7) expenditure, £175; transfer to reserve for purchase of 
land and buildings, £231. 


Cockermouth. 


The annual report of the Cockermouth U.D.C. Gas Depart 
ment for the year ended March 31, 1936, shows a net surplus of 
£442, an increase of nearly £200 on the previous year. 


Coventry. 


The Coventry Corporation Gas Department accounts for the 
year ended March 31 show a record production of 2,587,819,000 
cu.ft., an increase of 129,358,000 cu.ft. over the previous year. 
There was an increase of over 200 million cu.ft. in the volume of 
gas sold, including an appreciable increase in gas used for in- 
dustrial purposes. The net receipts for the sale of gas amounted 
to £374,248 as compared with £844,742 the previous year; the 
average price realized per 1,000 cu.ft. was 3s. 0°65d. as compared 
with 3s. 0°95d. the previous year and 3s. 1°83d. in 1933-34. There 
was an increase of £1,303 in net rents from meters and £6,854 
from appliances on hire. The financial result is a credit balance 
of £15,138 15s. 7d. Consumers numbered 62,968, an increase of 
_—_ New mains laid, 33} miles, making the total length 397} 
miles. 


St. Helens. 


It was reported to the St. Helens Gas and Lighting Com- 
mittee at their last meeting that the net profit of the St, 
Helens Corporation Gas Department for the year ended March 
31, 1936, amounted to £16,562. Of this £5,800 was contributed 
in aid of rates and the balance allocated to revenue con- 
tributions to capital. The total quantity of gas made during 
the year was 1,096,029,700 cu.ft. The gas sold was 1,017,017,900 
‘u.ft., the unaccounted-for gas being equal to 44% of the make. 
he total quantity of gas sold shows an increase of 39,421,300 
cu.ft. or 495 more than last year. 


Warrington. 

The Warrington Borough Treasurer reports that the net 
profit of the Gas Undertaking for the last year after providing 
£2,500 for renewals, was £10,807, which was carried to the 
ppropriation account. There is a preponderance of slot meters 
n use, 15,452, as compared with 4,217 ordinary meters within 
he Borough, and 3,433 outside the Borough, as cémpared with 
:,680 ordinary meters. The total amount of gas consumed was 
94,951,200 cu.ft., of which 47,471,300 cu.ft. was for street light- 
ng within the Borough, and 5,921,000 cu.ft. outside. Within 


he Borough the net price charged was 7°66d. per therm, or 3s. 
er 1,000 cu.ft. 
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STANTON 
“NEW” SPUN IRON PIPE 


Manufactured under Delavaud and Mairy Patents 





No Chill 
No Annealing 
No Hard Spots 


The Stanton Ironworks Company Limited, Near Nottingham 











C. & W. WALKER, L?. 


DONNINGTON, Nr. WELLINGTON—SHROPSHIRE. 


‘Phone: Lilleshall-Shropshire Nos. 34 & 35 (2 lines) ‘Grams: “Fortress,” Donnington, Shropshire 





FOUR PURIFIERS, EACH 35 FEET SQUARE, ERECTED AT STAFFORD. 


COMPLETE PURIFIER INSTALLATIONS 
ON GROUND OR OVERHEAD 


WwiTtTH 


MILBOURNE VALVES, FASTENERS & DISCHARGE SHOOTS, AND MILBOURNE-BEARD RUBBER JOINTING. 


WITH BOXES IN C.l. OR STEEL. 
LONDON OFFICE: 70, VICTORIA STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W. 1. 


Phone: Victoria No, 1941 ’Grams: “ Fortress,’’ Sowest, London 
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Gas Markets and Manufactures 


Stock Market Report 
(For Stock and Share Lists, see later pages) 


The political situation in France and the uncertainty with 
regard to the franc were the dominating factors in financial 
circles last week, and business on the Stock Exchange con- 
tinued dull with price movements though small tending down- 
wards. British Funds were fractionally lower, and home rails 
suffered a similar fate on account of labour uncertainties. 
Industrials, apart from a few specialities, were lifeless, the only 
animation occurring early on in the week in iron and steel 
shares, but these subsequently reverted to lower levels in con- 
formity with the general situation. Altogether an unsatis- 
factory week, though it saw the close of an unpopular three-week 
Account, and, given more reassuring news from France, the 
new Account opening this week should be accompanied by more 
active conditions. 

The Gas Market was featureless and fared no better than 
other sections as regards the volume of business, but although 
the majority of transactions were recorded at lower prices than 
a week ago the reactions were not sufficient to affect quotations, 
and it will be seen in the Stock and Share Lists that over all 
the Exchanges only two stocks were marked down—viz., 
Imperial Continental and Sheffield, the latter by a fraction to 
147. In the Supplementary List, the Gas Light new 33% de- 
benture stock reached its highest figure so far of 44 premium, 
and good prices were obtained for parcels of the Oxford and 
Cambridge Companies’ ordinary stocks. 





Current Sales of Gas Products 


The London Market for Tar Products. 
June 8. 


There is little of interest to record in the London Tar 
Products market. Current prices are as follows: 

Pitch is nominal at about 37s. 6d. per ton f.o.b. 

Creosote, 54d. 

Refined tar, 33d. 

Pure toluole, about 2s. 6d.; pure benzole, 1s. 7d. to 1s. 8d.; 
95/160 solvent naphtha, about Is. 8d.; and 90/160 pyridine, 
about 4s. 3d. to 4s. 6d.—all per gallon naked at makers’ works. 


Tar Products in the Provinces. 


June 8. 

The average prices of gas-works products during the week 
were: Gas-works tar, 20s. 3d. to 25s. $d. Pitch—East Coast, 35s. 
to 37s. 6d. f.0.b. West Coast—Manchester, Liverpool, Clyde, 35s. 
to 87s. 6d.* Toluole, naked, North, 2s. 2d. to 2s. 4d. Coal-tar 
crude naphtha, in bulk, North, 8d. to 8id. Solvent naphtha, 
naked, North, Is. 43d, to 1s. 54d. Heavy naphtha, North, 1s, 13d. 
to Is, 24d. Creosote, ex works, in bulk, North, liquid and salty, 
43d. to 43d.; low gravity, 43d. to 43d. Heavy oils, in bulk, 
North, 5d. to 5id. Carbolic acid 60’s, 2s. 4d. to 2s. 6d. 
Naphthalene, £22 to £24. Salts, 100s. to 105s., bags included. 
Anthracene ‘‘ A ”’ quality, 3d. to 3d. per minimum 40%, purely 
nominal; *‘ B ”’ quality, unsalable. 





* All prices for pitch are now quoted on the basis of f.o.b. In order to 
arrive at the f.a.s. value at any port it will be necessary to deduct the loading 
costs and the tolls whatever they may be. 


Tar Products in Scotland. 


GLascow, June 6. 

Little change can be recorded in this market during the week. 
De »mand for the finer products continues in excess of supply so 
that prices are firm. The heavier products remain rather dull. 

Crude gas-works tar.—The actual value is 34s. to 35s. per ton 
ex works in bulk. 

Pitch is an uninteresting market with makers’ quotations 
round 32s. 6d. to 35s, per ton f.o.b. Glasgow for export, and 
about 32s. 6d. per ton ex works in bulk for home trade. 

Refined tar.—A fairly steady throughput is being maintained 
at 3d. to 3id. per gallon f.o.r, for export, and 33d, to 4d. per 
gallon ex works in buyers’ p: ackages for home trade. 

Creosote oil.—De »mand is not quite so strong but prices are 
unaltered as follows: B.E.S.A. Specification, 53d. to 53d. per 
gallon; low gravity, 54d. to 54d. per gallon; neutral oil, 51d. to 
5id. per gallon; all ea works in bulk. 

Cresylic acid.—Available supplies are readily saleable and the 
following prices are about average: Pale, 97/99%, 1s. 11d. to 
2s. Id. per gallon; dark, 97/99°%, 1s. 9d. to Is. 1ld. per gallon; 
pale, 99/ 100% , 2s. 4d, to 2s. 8d. per gallon; all ex works in 
buyers’ packages. 

Crude naphtha.—Production is on the small side 4nd price is 
steady at 5id. to 53d. per gallon, according to quality and 
district. 

Solvent naphtha.—90/160 grade is Is. 54d. 


to Is. 63d. per 


gallon, and 90/190 heavy naphtha is Is. 1d. to Is. 2d. per 
gallon. 
Motor benzole is quoted at Is. 33d. to 1s. 4d. per gallon. 
Pyridines. —90/160 gr: ade is 5s. to 5s. 6d. per gallon, and 
90/140 grade is 5s. 6d, to 6s. per gallon, 


Benzole Prices. 


These are considered to be the market prices for benzole at 
the present time: 


s. d. s. d 
Crude benzole o 84 to o 9g per gallon at works 
Motor ow St --. & = os on - 
90% ” rs »t S " om 
Pure se oF ot a e -- 





Contracts Advertised To-Day 


Coal. 


Clitheroe Gas Department. [p. 792.] 
penn Gas Department. [p. 792.] 
Severn Valley Gas Corporation, Ltd., and Gas Consolidated, 


Ltd. [p. 791.] 

Silsden Gas Department. [p. 792.] 
Stratford-on-Avon Gas Departnient. [p. 792.] 
Conveyor-Stacker, Portable. 


Tipton Gas Department. [p. 792.] 


Copper Tubes and Fittings. 

Southport Gas Department. [p. 792.] 
Disintegrator and Mixer for Oxide. 

Bury Gas Department. [p. 792.] 
Gasholders. 

Milford Haven Gas Department. [p. 792.]} 

Tipton Gas Department. [p. 792.] 
Purifiers. 


Tipton Gas Department. [p. 792.] 





Trade Notes 
Danish Gas-Works’ Order for London Firm. 


The Danish Gas-Works, Odense, has placed an ee with 
Woodall-Duckham Company for materials valued at £4,000 for 
the repair and rebuilding of their plant. 





Overseas Opportunities 


Singapore. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner at Singapore reports that the 
Singapore Municipal Water Department is calling for tenders, 
to be presented in London or Singapore by Aug. 10, 1936, for 
the supply and delivery of spun iron, cast-iron, x steel spigot 
and socket pipes and cast-iron specials. (Ref. T.Y. 30247.) 


South Africa. 


H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in South Africa reports that 
the City of Cape Town Electricity vay gg = og is calling for 
tenders, to be presented in Cape Town by July 1, 19386, for the 
supply ‘of quantities of street lighting number Be with fit- 


tings. (Ref. T.Y. 30273.) 


Further Ges ‘Uniiaaiings! Result 
Bideford. 


The report of the Directors of the Bideford Gas and Coke 
Company for the year ended March 381, 1936, states that the 
profit for the year is £5,264, which, ‘added to the amount 
brought forward of £1,819, makes a total of £7,083. After pro 
viding for interest on debentures, accrued preference dividend, 
interest charges, proportion of the cost of the 1932 Order, pen 
sion reserve and transfer to renewal fund, there remains a bal- 
ance available for distribution of £4,060. The Directors now 
recommend the payment of a final dividend of 8% on the 

‘ Original ”’ shares and 64% on the ‘‘ Additional ’ ’ shares, mak 
ing for the whole year: 143% per annum on the “ Original ” 
shares, and 113% per annum on the “ Additional ”’ shares. 
This payment will absorb £1,982, leaving to be carried forward 
to next year’s account, £2,078. To fill the vacancy occasioned 
by the death of Mr. W. H. Chope, the Directors have appointed 
Mr. T. Fulford, of Westward Ho! During the year there was 
an increase of 4°8% in the sales of gas, 
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MODERN 


PRACTICE AT ITS BEST 


AT BUXTON.... 





Modern practice has been adopted at the 
works of the Buxton Corporation Gas 
Department in the form of the new Glover- 
West vertical retort installation and coke 
cutting and grading unit illustrated above. 
The plant comprises eight retorts and began 
service toward the end of 1935, Breeze- 
burning producer equipment and a waste- 
heat recovery unit are incorporated. 


ince the 1935 Institution Meeting 


carbonizing plants of WEST design and con- 
struction have been started up or put in hand 
in Gt. Britain and Ireland, Australia, S. Africa, 
Denmark, France, and Spain. 





a 


since the 1935 Institution Meeting are in hand for 
the Gas Undertaking of Mataro, Spain, the Newry 
U.D.C. Gas Department, the Gas Undertaking of 
Vannes, France (3rd order), the Gas Undertaking 
of Tarbes, France (2nd order), the South Brisbane 
Gas Company, Australia (2nd order), the Salford 


New Installations of Glover-West verticals have been 
put into commission for the Llanelly Gas Light 
Company, the Stratford-upon-Avon Corporation Gas 
Department, the Slough Gas and Coke Company, 
the Kilsyth Corporation Gas Department and the 
Buxton Corporation Gas Department, and extensions 


YHURST 296 





to similar plants for the Buckhaven and Leven Gas 
Commissioners, the Montrose Gas Company, Ltd., 
the Manchester Corporation Gas Department (Roch- 
dale Road Station), the Johannesburg Municipal 
Gas Department and the St. Helens Corporation 
Gas Department. Installations of Westvertical cham- 
bers have been put into service for the Watford 
and St. Albans Gas Company and the Willenhall 
Gas Company. 


Orders for Glover-West Vertical Retort plants received 


Corporation Gas Department (2nd and 3rd orders), 
the Wellingborough Gas Light Company, Ltd., the 
Romford Gas Company (5th order), the Dudley, 
Brierley Hill and District Gas Company (3rd order), 
the Kelso Gas Company, Ltd., the Altrincham Gas 
Company, the Bilston Gas Light and Coke Company 
(2nd order), the Grangemouth Corporation Gas Depart 
ment (2nd order), the Johannesburg Municipal Gas 
Department (3rd order), the Ballymena U.D.C. Gas 
Department (2nd order), and the Yeadon and Guiseley 
Gas Company (2nd order). 


THE WES SYSTEMS 


CLOVER-WEST VERTICAL RETORTS © WESTVERTICAL CARBONIZINC CHAMBERS © WEST FUEL PLANTS 


KER, MANCHESTER 


WEST’S GAS IMPROVEMENT COMPANY, LTD. 


CHESTER: ALBION IRONWORKS, MILES PLATTINC 


LONDON: COLUMBIA House, ALDwycH, W.C. 2 


WESGASCO, ESTRAND, LONDON ”’ 


BORN 4108 ran 





MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY OF BRITISH GAS INDUSTRIES. 
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Official Quotations on the London Stock anarenaill 
| 
Dividends. Rise Transactions, 
Stock When - - Quota- or Lowest and 
Issue. or ex- Pp NAME. tions Fall (Highest Prices 
Share| Dividend. Prev. | Last June 5 on During the 
Hf. Yr.' Hf. Yr. Week Week. 
£ % p.a. | % p.a. om ion 
1,767,439 Stk.) Mar. 16 7 72 Alliance & Dublin Ord. 150—160 ; 
374,000 ” Dec. 16 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Deb. 95—100 
557,655» Feb. 17 7 7 (Barnet Ord. 7 p.c. 167—172 ‘ 
300,000 ! Mar. 30 1/43 1/92 Bombay, Ltd. ove 1i—14 : 
179,305 Stk. | Mar. 2 94 9: Bournemouth sliding scale ... 218—228 : 
590,407» Ps 7 7 Do p.c. max. .. 170—175 . ose 
493,960» ” 6 6 Do 6 p.c. Pref. .. 148—153 : 149 
50,000 » Dec. 16 3 3 Do 3 p.c. Deb. .. 5—90 . ase 
262,025 0 4 4 Do. 4p.c.Deb. .. 105—110 : 
335,000 ” * 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb. .. 125—130 . ose 
357,900» Feb. 17 73 7} Brighton, &c., 6 p.c. Con. .. 170—175 ; ee 
649,955 sw» = 6: 63 Do. 5 p.c “—— 155—160 : 158—159 
205,500 ” ” 6 6 Do. 6 p.c. ‘B’ Pref. 144—149 . a 
855,000 ” Mar. 2 7 8 British Ord. ... nie ee 158—163 . 160 
100,000 ” Dec. 16 7 7 Do. 7 p.c. Pref. ... one 153—158 . oe 
350,000» ” 53 53 Do. 5} p.c. ‘B’Cum. Pref. I10—115 : os 
120,000» ” 4 4 Do. 4p.c. Red. Deb. ... 96—101 ‘ 993 
450,000» e 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Red. Deb. 107—112 é me 
200,000 ” * 17/65 34 Do. 34 p.c. Red. Deb. 98—100 m 
100,000 10 | 22May '33 6 4 Cape Town,Ltd.... i—3 : 
00,000 !0) 6Nov.’33 44 4} Be. 44 p.c. Pref. 13 ; 
150,000 Stk. Jan. 6 45 4) 4! p.c. Deb 8i—86 , 
626.860 » Feb. 3 6 6 Carditt Con. ~_ 130—135 : 
237,860 ” Dec. 16 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Red. Deb. 110—1 15 3 
98,936 i Ap!. 20 2/- 2/- Colombo, Ltd., Ord.. 12—I2 ; 
24,500 I me 1/44 1/44. Do. 7 p.c. "Pref... 20/——22/- ; 
204 ! Mar. 30 | -/11-48 -- 11-48 Colonial Gas juni Led. Ord. 196—20/6 , 
296,053 | * 1/330 1/3-30 0. Sp.c.Pref 22/6—24/6 : a 
1,775,005 Stk Feb. 3 5 5 Commercial Ord. ... aie 97—102 - 95 
620,000 ” Dec. 2 3 3 ~ 3 p.c. Deb. 85—90 e . 
286,3-14 ” Feb. 17 5 5 5 p.c. Deb. 120—125 ‘ 1234—125 
807,560 . ~ 7 7 ies sliding scale 158—163 . 162) 
644,590 - 5 5 Do. max. Sa {15—120 “ ! —S 19 
620,385 . Dec. 16 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb... 121—126 “ 

9, ” Feb. 3 5 5 — East Hull Ord. 5 puc.... 107—110 . 

184,555 ” Feb. 17 6 6 ~~ lated Ord. 5 p.c. 130—135 s =e 

176,211 ” Dec. 16 5 5 p.c. Deb. ose 122—127 ms va 
19,284,128 Feb. 3 53 53 m.. Lighe & Coke 4 p.c. Ore. 27/9-—28 9a .. | 27/10}—28/3 

600, ” o 33 33 Do. 34 p.c. max. ove 93 . 91—92 
4,477,106 ” a 4 4 Do. 4p.c. Con. Pref. 105—108 . 107—108 
8,602,497» May 18 3 3 Do. 3p.c. Con. Deb. 87—90* : 881—g891 
3,642,770» ~ 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Red. Deb. 11S—118* : 116i—118 
3,500,000» o 4} 4} Do. 44 p.c. Red. Deb. 113—116* : 15 

0466» Feb. 17 6 6 Harrogate New Cons. 130—135 ; ove 
157,500 1 Mar. 16 1/74 1/71 Hongkong & China, Ltd. La—ls ‘ ose 
213,200 Stk. Mar. 2 6 co Hornsey ly 34p 135—140 “ ase 

5,600, ” May 18 8 12 — Continental Gm. .. 148—158* -ik (Si—16l 
223,130 ” Jan. 20 33 34 h p.c. Red. Debs. 92—97 2 pen 
285,242 » | Feb. 17 Bi 8} Lea Bridge Spe Ord... | 175-180 
165,736 ” Mar. 16 8 10 Maidstone5 p.c. Cap. 180—190 

63,480 » Dec. 16 3 3 Do. 3 p.c. Deb. 80—85 mS 
75,000 ,, May 18 {10 +10 Malta & Mediterranean a 195—205* 195 
Metropolitan (of Melbourne) 

2,000 _ Apl. 1 53 53 54 p.c. Red. Deb. 102—107 ove 
231,978 Stk. Feb. 17 5 5 M.S. Utility *C’ Cons. * 110—115 ad 
818,657 a 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Cons. Pref. 102—107 1034 
360,075» Dec. 16 4 4 Do. 4p. . = ath 103—108 pe 
148,955 ” 5 ‘Ss Do. 5p 123—128 125 
125,000 _ Jan 2 34 34 Do. om Ra. “Re. Bds. 99—102 ane 
675,000 Stk. Nov. 18 t}3 +3 Montevideo, Ltd. 70—75 

00 Feb. 17 74 74 North Middlesex 6 p. c. Con. 169—174 
396,160 ” Feb. 3 5 5 Northampton 5 p.c. max. 108—113 
300,' ” Api. 20 19 17 Oriental, Led.. > 165—170 
416,617 o Dec. 16 8 8 Plymouth & Stonehouse 5 p. ‘e. 166—1!71 
504,416 i» Feb. 3 8 8: Portsmouth & Gosport Cons. 170—175 
241,446 i» « 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. max. 108—113 
73,350 ~=(,, Feb. 17 _ 5 Do. 5 p.c. Pret. 130—135 wins 
114, ” Feb. 3 5 5 Preston 5 p.c. Pref. ... 110—115 ai 
355,698 | Api. 20 t/- I/- Severn Va!. Gas Cor. Ld. Ord. 206—22/6 22/3 
454,510 1 Mar. 16 -/102 -/1 » 44 p.c. Cum. Pref. 21 /-—23- eve 
133,201 Stk. Feb. 17 8} 5 Shrewsbury 5 p.c. Ord. 147—152 eae 
90, 10 27May’35 33 134 South African.. 4—5 oil 
1,106,173 ! May 4 1/22 1/23 South East’ nGasCn. Ld. Ord. 26/-—28 - 27/9 
845,511 ! Mar. 16 -/104 | -/104 Do. 44 p.c. Red.Cum.Pref. 21/23 - 22/3 
,000 | a 7 4 Do. 4 p.c. Cum. Pre‘. 20'9—21/9 ane 
450,000 Stk. Feb. 17 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Red. Deb. 101—104 die 
6,709,895 Feb. 3 5 64 South Met. Ord. ... 123—126 {234—125 
1,135,812 *” o 6 6 Do. 6 p.c. Irred. Pf... 145—150 1474 
50,000 ” oo 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Irred. Pf... 104—107 106 

1,895,445 ” Dec. 16 3 3 3 p.c. Deb. a 88—9I 88—89! 

! , * Jan. 6 5 5 5 p.c. Red. Deb. 114—117 116 

1,543,795 * Feb. 6 6 Somh Suburban Ord. 5 p.c.... 131—136 134 
512,825 ” on 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Pref... 122—127 1243 
500,000 - ‘ie 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Pref... 103—108 am 
888,587 ” Dec. 16 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb.. 123—128 126—1274 
250,000 ” - 4 4 Do. 4p.c. Deb.. 104—109 a 
427,859 1 May 4 92 1.22 S. Western + ° Water Ord. 226—23/6 22/104 
160,523 | Api. 20 pes -/103 Do. 44% Red. Cum. Pref. 21/9—22/9 oss 
110, Stk.| Dec. 16 4 4 Do. 4% Red. Deb. one 100—105 
647,740 o Feb. 3 5 5 Southampt’n Ord. : p.c. max. 113—118 
121,275 ” Dec. 16 4 4 Do. p.c. Deb. 'B—103 
350,000 a Feb. 3 5} 53 Swansea 5} p.c. Red. Pref. 1ti—t16 
106,000, Dec. 16 6} 63 65 p.c. Red. Deb. 96—101 oes 

94,000 o ino eae a De. 35 p.c. Red. Deb. 96—101 ont 

1,076,490, Feb. 17 63 63 Tottenham and District Ord. 149—154 1S14A—153 

409,835 ms o 53 54 Do. 54 p.c. Pref. . 130—135 — 
62,235 ” ” 5 5 Do. 5.p.c. Pref. ... 122—127 123 
371,850 ,, Dec. 2 4 4 4 p.c. Deb. 103—108 me 
369,774 ww Feb. 3 7 7 Unbridge, &c., 5 p.c. 153—158 158) 
108,330 ” ” 5 5 Do. p.c. Pref. ... 122—127 126 
1,340,521 me Feb. 3 7 7 Wandsworth Guieniabeane — 158—163 163 
1,371,373 ” vo 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Pref. 122—127 pe 
? pee nes eis ae Do. 4 p.c. Pref. 104;—1064 105—1052 

1,317,964 ee Dec. 16 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb. 123—128 1254 
338,300 “ = 4 | 4 Do. 4p.c. Deb. ... | tne 
499,735 jt Feb. 17 63 | 74 Watford and St. Albans Ord. 1S5—160 157) 

000, s | 5 Do. 5 p.c. Pref. ... 120—125 ne 
200,000 ma = 53 5} Do. 54 p.c. Pref. ... 133—138 1344 
200,000 ree Dec. 2 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Red. Deb. 100—105 ies 
100,000 et - one 34 Do. 3hp.c.Red.Deb. 1!00—103 
158.400 ,, Mar. 2 5 6b Winchester W.& G. 54.c.Con. 115—120 
a.—The quotation is per £1 of Stock. b.—Paid £3, including 10s. on account of back dividends. * Ex div. 


t Paid free of income-tax. 


Stock and Share List continued overleaf. 


} For year. 


§ Actual for three months. 
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(Permac 


SS -TO-METAL JOINTING MATERIAL. 


by its y its Results! : 

















These illus- 
trations ave 
actual 

pho tog graphs 
of Permac 

y joints in an 
important 
London 
Gas Works 









Here are further examples 
of “‘Permac” Joints. All 
overthe country “ Permac,” 
the metal-to-metal jointing 
material, is preferred by 
Engineers who have similar 
severe conditions to deal 
with. 


“*Permac ” stands up to all 
temperatures and pres- 
sures, and is equally suc- 
cessful on every kind of 
joint—steam, gas, oil, bye- 
product. , 


(Permac 


METAL-TO-METAL JOINTING MATERIAL. 
= 


Send for a trial tin and use it on 
your most difficult job. You 
are certain of success. 


Manufactured by an all-British firm— 


THOMAS « BISHOP L™ 
37, Tabernacle St. 
LONDON, E.C. 2 
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STOCK AND SHARE LIST—cont. 
Stocks Officially Quoted on Provincial Exchanges 
Dividends. Rise Transactions, 
Stock When Quota- or Lowest and 
Issue. or ex- Prev. Last NAME. tions. Fall Highest 
Share Dividend. pf Yr. HE. Yr. June 5. on During the 
£ % p.s. % p.a. Week. Week. 
} 
. BRISTOL EXCHANGE. eee. 
347,756 Stk. Feb. 3 5 6 Bath Cons. - 124—126 
1,667,250 in Feb. 17 5 5 Bristol, 5 p.c. ‘max. .. 120—122 
20,420 =, Dec. 16 4 4 Do. Ist 4 p.c. Deb. 103—105 
217,870 ° ws 4 4 Do. 2nd 4 p.c. Deb. 103—105 
328,790 * ve 5 5 Do. 5p.c. Deb. .. 126—129 
274,000 ,, Feb. 17 5 5 Newport ayy ) 5 p.c. max.. 1hi—116 
13,200 12 Mar. 16 7 83 Pontyp’!l Gas & W. !0p.c. ‘A, 14—15 
13,600 10 i 5 6 Do. Zoe. B.” 1tA—12 
40,000 10 ~ 5 6 Do. p<.*C.° 1i—12 
140,778 Stk. Feb. 17 5 5 Weston-super-Mare Cone ae 113—115 
64,338 eo Dec. 16 4 4 Do. Deb. 98—100 
_33,340_—>, _» _% 74 Do. _h “ <. Deb. 165—169 4 
OD ee gee ____LIVERPOOL EXCHANGE. > ~ 
157,150 Stk. Feb. 3 5 64 Chester 5 p.c. Ord. ... 109—114 
92,500 ,, Dec. 16 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Pref. 100—105 
32,540, * 34 34 Do. 34 p.c. Deb 91—96 
41,890 =, 4 4 Do. 4p.c. Red. Deb. 100—105 
2,167,410 eo Feb. | 6 6 Liverpool 5 p.c. Ord. 135—137 
245,500 o Dec. 16 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Red. Pref. . 103—108 
06,083, Jan. 6 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Deb. 105—107 
106,280, Feb. 10 10 Preston ‘A’ 8 p.c. 202—212 
183,219 |; i 7 7 Do. ‘B’7 p.c. .  140—150 
NEWCASTLE EXCHANGE. oe 
122,577 Stk. Mar. 2 8 8 BlythSp.c.Ord... ” 154—156 
732,000 o Feb. 3 5 5 Hartlepool G. & W. Cn.&New 117—119 
2,061,315 ,, Feb. 3 5 53 Newcastle & Gateshead Con. 26'-—26/6a 
682,856 oo - 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Pref. 107—108 
776,706 a Dec. 16 34 3} Do. 34 p.c. De’ 100}—1014 
277,285 Si, May 4 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb. *43 103—104 
209,820 ,, Mar. 2 8) 8} South Shields Con. ... 69—I71 
299,542 o Feb. 3 6 6 Sunderland 6 p.c. max. 129—131 
NOTTINGHAM EXCHANGE. 
| 
542,270 Stk.| Feb. 17 7 10 Derby Con. ... ; 176—186 | 
55,000 ,, Dec. I6 4 Do. 4p.c. Deb. ... 100—105 | 
84,750 , Feb. 17 5 12 Long Geten° A’ Ord. 175—185 
50,000 P 4 10 Do. *B’ Ord. 130—140 
20,000 10 Dec 16 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Pref. 10—12 
80,000 Stk. »  ' 5S | 5 | Do Spec.Ded._ ...) I7—I22_ ie a lee 
ae Rac SHEFFIELD EXCHANGE. oe 
10,000 Stk. Feb. 17 10 10 Great Grimsby ‘A’ Ord. 0O—23 | 
6,500 ,, ” 10 10 _ *B* Ord. 220—230 
79,000 | ,, ” 10 10 *C’ Ord. 205—215 
1,806,339 | ,, Feb. 17 6 6 Shefheld Cons. 146—148 —4 
95, a Dec. 16 4 4 Do. 4 p.c.Deb.. 100;—102) 


Suppenortary List 


202,152 Stk. 
128,182, ae 
238,631 I Nov. 4 5 
323,681 ! os 4} 
150,000 Stk. ma se 
17,000 : Feb. 17 8 
62,210, ” 8 
87,160, ” 7 
7,440 : Feb. 3 10 
125,970, ” 7 
39,025 ” ” 5 
65,000 a Mar. 2 74 
198,000 “ a 6 
112,312 a ° 5 
130,000, Dec. 16 5 
250,000 1 Nov. 18 am 
250,000 1 May 18 4 
700,000 Stk. aad si 
24,000 30 Feb. 3 8) 
9,400 30 a 7} 
$1,160 Stk. Dec. 2 5\ 
152,600 ,, Mar. 2 8 
54,055 am Pe 5 
68,250 , Dec. 16 5 
156,600 ,, Feb. 3 7 
81,660 10 Feb 4,'35 5 
107,960 10 Mar. 16 4 
230,940 Stk. Feb. I7 10 
47,112 ws a 5 
50,000, a 6 
126,193 ed May 18 7} 
64,990, Mar. 16 7) 
166,850 ,, Feb. 17 7 
60, ie - a 
4, ‘ Mar. 16 5 
10,950 x Mar. 2 8 
136,191 ‘i Feb. 3 5 
27,825 i Feb. 3 8 
40,643 ma Mar. 2 7 
221,000, Dec. 16 5 
28,872 i May 4 5} 
8,866 ' Mar. 16 4} 
137,730 Stk.| Feb. 17 7 
62,500 ,, ~ 5 
117,228 1 Mar. 2 5 
60,425 Dec. 16 5 
50,000 | Mar. 30 -_ 
760,910 i 2 
110,910 i May 18 2} 
900,000 Srk Mar. 16 Pes 
130,000, Feb. 3 5 
81,650 ,, = 5 
00 | .. Feb. 3 6 
98,384 =, Feb. 3 6 
160,000 _,, Dec. 16 54 
370,000 Feb. 3 4 
90,000, Dec. 16 5 
133,640 ~—, Feb. 3 6} 
120,000 =, - 5 
35,000, Dec. 16 54 


uw 
wn 


of Stocks and Shares not Officially Quoted 








Ascot Ord. ... 
Do. 5p.c. Pref. ... 

Assd. Gas and Water Ord... 
Do. 44 p.c. Cum. Pref. 
Do. 3} p.c. Red. Deb. ... 

Bognor Orig. Ord. ‘A* 

Do. New Addl. ‘A’ 
Do. New 7 p.c. max. 

Cam.Univ. & Town 10 p.c.max. 
Do. 7 p.c. max. 

Do. 5 p.c. max. 

Eastbourne * A'5 p.c. 

Do. ‘B° 34 p.c. .. 
Do. 5 p.c. Pref. ... 
Do. 5p.c. Deb. ... 

Gas Consolidation Ord. pe E 
Do. 4p.c. Red. Cum. Pref. 
Gas Light & Coke 3} p.c. Rd. Db 

Great Yarmouth 8) p.c. max. 
Do. 7h p.c. max.. > 

Do. 54 p.c. Deb.. 

Guildford Cons. me 
Do. 5 p.c. Pref. ... 
Do. 5 p.c. Deb. ... 

Hampton Court Cons. 

Leatherhead Ord. 

Mid Kent Ord. 

Oxford & District Ord. 
Do. 5 p.c. Pref. ... 
Do. 6p.c. Red. Pref. 

Peterborough Ord. . 

Redditch Ord. 

Romford Ord. it 
Do. 4p.c. Pref. ... 
Do. 5p.c. Deb. ... 

Ryde Ord. _..... 

Scarborough Ord. ohn 

Shanklin & Ventnor Cons. ... 

Slough Ord. ... ae 
Do. 5 p.c. Deb. ‘ 

S. Midland Gas Cpn.Ltd. Ord. 
Do. 44 p.c. Red. Cum. Pref. 

Southgate & — 7 p.c. max. 
Do. 5 p.c. 7 


AAUUNOUNGNOO: au: : 
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Swindon Cons. aes 
Do. 5p.c. Deb. ... , 
@ Utd. Kingdom Gas Cpn. Ord. 
Do. 44 p.c. Prefd. Ord.. 
Do. 4} p.c. Cum. Pref. 
Do. 3} p.c. Red. Deb. 
Wakefield Ord. a 
Do. 5 p.c. max. 
Weymouth Ord. _.... 
Wolverhampton 6 p.c. Pref. 
Do. 54 p.c. Rd. Db 
York Cons exe 
Do. 5 p.c . Red. Deb. 
Yorktown (Cam. ) Sp.c. Cons. 
Do. 5 p.c. Pref. ... 
Do. 5) p.c. Deb.. 
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“119—124 
117—122 
22/-—24/- 
22/—23/- 


175—185 
175—185 
145—15S0 
210—220 
158—163 
108—113 
160—165 





| 


19/104 
103}—1044 


2185 


21/3—21/9 
21/45—21/103 
1003 


Service 


The value of your Sales and Service 
men is gauged by the knowledge they 
possess of matters pertaining to the 
Industry they serve. The more know. 
ledge they possess the greater the 
assistance they can be towards build- 
ing up an efficient and successful 
organization. 

At little cost, the ‘‘Gas SaLEsMAN ” 
(published monthly) offers a ready 
means to this end. As the only 
separate publication devoted exclu- 
sively to the sales and service side of 
the Industry, it has an individuality 
of its own and keeps its readers 
abreast of the times. 

Do all your sales and service men 
regularly receive a copy of each 
month’s issue ? 

Specimen copies will gladly be sup- 
plied on request. 

The annual subscription is 6s. 

All communications to Walter King, 
The SALESMAN ”’ 


Limited, ** Gas 


Offices, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, 




















@ Actual. 


London, E.C. 4. 
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